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EDITOR'S NOTES

Welcome back!  
2022 is truly here and we are now in the second 
month.  
Valentine's Day is the big date for February. 
It's been a while since a magazine plopped onto your 
mat as the December issue also covers January - that 
means Christmas is now a distant memory!  
A new year and a 2022 subscription envelope is 
enclosed with this issue.  
Please support us by returning your envelope to the 
Post Office - all funds are gratefully received. 
I was saddened to hear that Yalding Preschool has 
closed.   Plans are afoot to start a new preschool soon 
- we wish the new preschool luck in setting up. More 
details in the Parish Council article. 
Also, in the diary is a coffee morning at The Baptist 
Church for a cause which I find close to my heart.  
Raising funds is not always easy, but inspired thinking 
comes along every now and again and it gets you 
wondering why it wasn't done before.  
The coffee morning on Thursday, 24th March from 
10.30am is in aid of Tools With A Mission.  It's a simple 
idea - instead of giving money, we donate tools to 
enable the poorest of people in Africa the opportunity 
to work.  
Tools range from carpenters tools to sewing machines.  
Tools and machines are expensive and no matter how 
talented you are, if you haven't got the tools for the 
job, you cannot work.  
To enable someone to work for themselves and their 
families is indeed a rare and wonderful gift.  
There is an article in this issue detailing 
more.                                        June 

On our front cover this month we are featuring a very rare 
sight photographed in Yalding by Bob Moorman on the 17th 
August 2021.  
It is a 'c type' 3 way tipping steam wagon which was built as 
No12630 in 1927 and named 'Leader' and supplied to W J King 
as a new vehicle.
Quarry owners Bishop Lydeard of Taunton in Somerset used it 
to deliver stone in 1935 and then it was laid up due to high tax 
on vehicles with solid rubber tyres.  
It languished in King's yard along with 8 other Foden steam 
wagons for the next 53 years where they became completely 
overgrown and derelict.
In early 1988 it was revealed that the King auction was to take 
place.  
No 12630 was the second wagon sold and it was bought by 
Bob Moorman from Dartford who then embarked on the 
enormous task of restoring it.  
This took 33 years to complete and what an achievement - it 
looks truly spectacular.  
During 2021, the engine attended its first events and here it is 
taking in water at the end of Lyngs Close.  
It travelled from Headcorn through Yalding and back to its 
base in Dartford.  This was its only second and longest road 
trip to date for 86 years and it completed the journey without 
any problems.  
                                                                                       Brian Hope

DEADLINE FOR COPY & 
ADVERTISING

 10th of every month
Editor:    June Chapman

mag@yaldingchurches.co.uk

Advertising:    Lara Franklin

ylpm.advertising@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE PARISH

St Peter and St Paul, Yalding
 6th February 9.30am Holy Communion  

 13th 9.30am Holy Communion

 20th 9.30am Holy Communion

 27th 9.30am All Age breakfast & worship

Mondays 13.45 Little Fishes (monthly on 2nd Monday)  in church

Wednesdays 10.00 Holy Communion, Lady chapel  (Traditional)

All evening services have been suspended.

If you would like to receive Father Paul's weekly email to the congregation, 

please let him know by emailing vicar@yaldingchurches.co.uk 

St Mary's, Laddingford
 13th February 9.00am Morning Worship

 27th 9.00am Holy Communion

St Margaret's, Collier Street
11am 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th February Holy Communion

Catholic Mass at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Nettlestead
Sundays 9.30  All welcome

Contact: Fr Alastair Ferguson

01892 838220 ∙  07887 925356   alastair.ferguson153@gmail.com

Yalding Baptist Church Sunday Worship Services with Junior Church
6th February Holy Communion Service

13th Usual service and kitchen crew (11+) 

20th All Age Service

27th Visiting speaker - Tim Parsons

Home Group Fortnightly Wednesdays at 8.15pm  Please contact for venue

You can listen to our sermons on our YouTube channel   

Contact: James & Rachel Bushnell  01622 817337, rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk

yaldingbaptistchurch.my-free.website       www.facebook.com/yaldingbaptistchurch

  The 100 Club 
December Draw

1 Richard Maylum 25
2 Julie Durrant 61
3 Jennifer Raikes 19

January Draw
1 Ian Creig 85
2 Martin Chrzan 43
3 Joy Virden 60

The next draw is on the 6th February 2022

Richard Young 07734 960706 or 01732 669782
email:  richwyoung@aol.com
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 PARISH LETTER

Freely you have received; freely give (Matthew 10:8)

I am writing this newsletter exactly a week before Christmas gets into full official swing on Christmas Day 

(although, of course, Christmas has been in full swing since October after supply chain issues gave retailers 

the excuse to start selling early).

Like many others, one of my favourite Christmas films is It’s a Wonderful Life.  In it, George Bailey (played by 

James Stewart) has given up his personal dreams to help others in his community.  After misplacing a large 

sum of money, his suicide attempt on Christmas Eve brings about the intervention of his guardian angel, 

Clarence Odbody.  Clarence shows George how he has touched the lives of others and how different life 

would be for his wife and his community if he had not been born.  

Like George, we don’t always realise the positive impact of our actions.  I experienced a small-scale example 

of this yesterday when someone messaged to thank me for a chance set of comments after a business 

meeting at the Bank of England.  I talked about my autistic son, which she told me gave her a lot of hope at a 

challenging time.  

Christmas is perhaps the epicentre of our proactive generosity as a community.  While some have to work, 

there is a much larger sense of collective enjoyment, and a tangible generosity of spirit to each other.  This is 

not only financial generosity in the presents we buy, but also exemplified by our hospitality, the things we do 

for others, and the way we use our time for the benefit of others.

I’m referring to Christmas in a February publication to raise a challenge.  In one of his December sermons, Fr 

Paul suggested that Christians shouldn’t be complaining about Christmas being celebrated early, so much as 

thinking how they can keep the generous spirit of Christmas alive far into the New Year. 

In the whirlwind of our day to day lives, it’s hard to give our time to help others.  It can be a challenge to be 

generous financially, and it is tempting in an uncertain world to first ensure we have enough (Matthew 6:19-

21).  So how can we keep this generous Christmas spirit alive?  

At its core, Christianity is a religion of generosity resulting from love.  Christ’s story in the Bible provides 

some strong examples of generosity.  It is a generous love that God offers us, sacrificing His son so that 

"whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16). 

Throughout the Christian story, Christ demonstrates his generosity and love for us, compelling his followers 

to join in.  St Paul’s conversion, and subsequent adventures in Acts, are cause for both great financial 

generosity (Acts 28:7) and acts of service and hospitality (Acts 9:26-28). 

Closer to home, I suspect most people don’t realise that the way our church is funded is a symbol of 

generosity.  Before I was a Church Treasurer, I assumed that the church was funded by Government or the 

Church centrally – in fact, the financial running of our parish church is largely funded by the donations of 

churchgoers.  While generosity isn’t the exclusive preserve of Christians, as Christians it is fair that we should 

remember “freely you have received; freely give” (Matthew 10:8). 

Justin Elks

Licensed Lay Minister
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YALDING POST OFFICE
High Street, 

Yalding, Kent, 
ME18 6HS

01622 814327
Opening hours:   9am-1pm; 2pm-5.30pm
Early Closing:     Wed 1pm & Sat 12.30pm 

www.yaldingpostoffice.weebly.com  
www.facebook.com/yaldingpostoffice

We have been planning to open up the 
ex-sorting office room next door as a 
stationery / card and gift shop, but 
owing to circumstance beyond our 
control these plans are currently on 
hold for the moment.  
However, we have revamped the space 
we use presently and are pleased to 
say that we have received only 
compliments for our efforts.  
We don’t have much space to play 
with, but we do try to make the best 
use of it.

Next October will see the end of use 
for the old £50 and £20 notes.  
From 1st October 2022 these notes 
will be classified as “outmoded”.  
They will no longer be used in shops 
etc, but can be deposited into bank 
accounts for a further 20 years. 
So, plenty of time to discover cash 
under the mattress and get it down to 
the bank.

News from the Post Office concerning 
Post Office Card Account. (POCA) This 
is of interest to those that cannot, for 
any reason, have access to a regular 
bank account. 
The termination of POCA has been 
delayed by a year and will now finally 
take place in November 2022. 
Dept of Work and Pensions (DWP) will 
replace the card with a payment 
voucher service which will be issued 
either on a card, a text or email 
attachment and will be operational by 
August 2022. 
A few customers now have the new 
cards and the system appears to work 
satisfactorily.

    • Please observe Covid rules, while 
still in force, for your own safety – 
and ours too!  Individuals or domestic 
bubbles in the shop at any one time 
and mask wearing is mandatory at 
this time.
    • We offer all main PO postal & 
basic banking services, plus phone and 
energy meter top-ups, fishing licences, 
Moneygram, Health Lottery etc.,
    • EU parcels need a correctly 
completed customs label.
    • Foreign Currencies.  We stock 
Euros and US dollars and can order 
other currencies, as you plan your trip 
abroad
    • The Post Office gift card is an ideal 
gift for that person hard to buy for.  
They can be used at pretty much every 
major retailer in the UK and online.  
See us for details.

Shop & Local Produce
Croissants and other pastries available 
on Fridays & Saturdays only.
Coxheath bakery items on sale every 
day.  Orders taken.
Cold drinks, unique greetings cards by 
local artists, Melanie’s ceramics, 
Yalding honey, Joan’s jams.  
Bit Spicy curry mixes, with a gift tin or 
ceramic pot offer at the moment. 
Hand-made fabric items, stationery, 
Yalding mugs, fresh eggs from local 
chickens, Loddington Farm fruit juices 
& Oakapple Farm fresh produce – all in 
stock now.

Please also remember that since Brexit 
all parcels to EU destinations now 
require a customs label. 
All customs labels have to be filled in 
with block capitals and be clear and 

legible and must include the senders’ 
name and address.  
If not the package will not leave the 
country and will be returned to the 
sender.  
If you are VAT registered and trading 
under Etsy, EBay, Amazon etc you will 
be required to declare the VAT on your 
goods when mailing to the EU.

New stamps sets this month are the 
Rolling Stones collection.  
Other Philately products in stock or 
can be ordered on request.

Foreign Currencies.  
We still have a stock of Euros and US 
Dollars…   POL have informed us that 
credit on Travel Money Cards can be 
encashed at all branches in UK 
currency.

Your Post Office offers free cash 
withdrawals with most debit cards, 
pay bills, top up gas and electricity 
cards and keys, pay in cheques and 
cash to most banks using your debit 
card. We do Health Lottery, phone 
Top-Ups, Fishing licences and 
Moneygram.   

And, of course…we sell stamps and 
send parcels and letters all over the 
world. (except Chile, Peru and Yemen)

Many thanks for your wonderful 
support for Kent’s Most Loved Post 
Office…. Telephone…01622 814327

Look us up on our Facebook page and 
website.  
                               Tim
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THE CHEQUERS INN

THE STREET

LADDINGFORD

KENT

ME18 6BP

01622 871266

Brrr.... this is proper winter weather as 

we write this – lovely crisp mornings, 

winter sunshine and the most amazing 

sunsets – it really makes us appreciate 

how lucky we are to live in such a 

lovely area.

So as we said goodbye to 2021 this 

year for the first time we were closed 

on New Year’s Day as we were 

delighted to be celebrating the 

wedding of Beth Turner to Andrew 

Daffy.  

We’ve known Beth since she was a 

little girl and it is lovely to celebrate 

with them and their families on to the 

next stage of their lives.

Big thank you to everyone who took 

part in the Laddingford Advent 

Window Trail there were lots of lovely 

displays and it was really nice seeing 

them “open” each day through 

December.

Despite Omnicron’s best endeavours 

we enjoyed two Christmas quizzes.  

Thank you to everyone who came 

along and enjoyed the evenings.  

£139 was raised for Cancer Research 

and £151.60 for the Air Ambulance.  

Well done to our winning teams 

Omnicron Originators narrowly 

beating Mistletoe & Wind and The 

Quizzlers scraping past Quad Balls by 

one point.  

So looking forward we will be enjoying 

our Pints, Pies & Puddings Event 5-13 

February where there’ll be lots of 

delicious pies and suet puddings to 

enjoy, as well as a great selection of 

real ales and scrummy desserts which 

lunchtimes and evenings.  

Probably best to book just to ensure 

you get a table.

We’re looking forward to welcoming 

back to Laddingford the “Pop-Up 

Cafe”.  

This is a great facility to just come 

along and have a chat and a cuppa and 

break the day up.  

There will be two mornings in 

February which will be held at The 

Chequers in the marquee area and 

when the weather warms up they will 

resume on the grass at Cleavesland.  

February’s mornings will combine the 

stitching project so if you’d like to do a 

bit of sewing too do come along. 

They take place from 10.30-12.30 on 

8th & 22nd February. 

This year’s crib competition will take 

place with a slightly different format 

but it will be great to get the 

competition back in place after missing 

the last two years.  

Hopefully this will mean that we get it 

concluded quicker too!

Ladies evenings will be resuming on 

Monday 28th February, come along 

and catch up with friends and enjoy 

Charles’ canapés .  Come along 

anytime from 6.30-9.30pm.  

It is anticipated that we will hold the 

plant & seedling swap and book sale in 

May this year, so start preparing to put 

some extra seeds and cultivate a few 

plants and flowers for this fun day.  The 

date will be confirmed next month but 

get prepping and sorting books out 

too!  Don’t forget we are still doing our 

delicious afternoon teas either to take-

away or eat in.   Our takeaways are 

presented in a delightful tea stand and 

are ideal for special occasions or just 

simply a treat for yourself.  If you enjoy 

your tea at The Chequers we have 

lovely china crockery to give that 

special effect.  Please book at least 24 

hours in advance.   We will be doing a 

special tea for Mother’s Day please 

see our social media and web pages 

for more information.

We’re looking forward to 2022 and 

hoping it will be a healthy and happy 

year for us all.        Charles & Tracey

Come to the Pop Up Cafe at The Chequers on Tuesday, 8th February and Tuesday, 22nd February in our marquee.  
Join stitch a teacup to form part of the 'Coffee Project'.  

All materials will be provided, but if you would like to embellish your teacup with your own material, 
please bring it along and make a unique to you design.  

Sewing not compulsory! 
Come and have a cuppa and a chat too.  Times@  10.30-12.30

Charity Number 212796

POP UP CAFE @ LADDINGFORD
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During  the weekend of 19-21 November 2021,  St. Peter 

and St. Paul Church, Yalding  became the hub of the village 

- as the venue for an exhibition and sale of local art.  

This is the 7th time that our beautiful church has hosted 

such an event and every year artists and visitors comment 

that the standard grows higher.

Thirty-three artists displayed their beautiful and highly 

varied  range of paintings, jewellery, ceramics and textiles 

and over a hundred people each day came to view and 

purchase. 

On the opening evening visitors enjoyed refreshments 

accompanied by live music provided by pianist, Rachael 

Hannigan.  

‘A ‘Silent Auction’ was held for a batik picture from Sri 

Lanka donated by Julia Russell and prepared by Jo Doctor. 

This raised a magnificent sum of £300 towards 

SchoolGambia. 

A talented committee of 8 members spent nearly a year 

planning the exhibition and their immaculate organisation 

and attention to detail resulted in the 3-day event running 

like clockwork.   The far-reaching publicity meant that 

people came from far and wide to admire the works and 

just under £10,000 worth of artwork was sold.  

As well as providing enormous pleasure to so many 

visitors and an opportunity for Kent artists to display their 

remarkable flair, technique and ability, the exhibition is 

designed to raise funds for SchoolGambia.  In 2018 the 

event raised £4,000 for Yalding School in Farato.

 The 2020 exhibition had to be postponed due to lockdown 

restrictions, but fortunately it went ahead just in time to 

remain safe and this year it raised a record £5,000.

For twenty one years SchoolGambia has been supporting 

Yalding school through building programmes, teacher 

training and preparing a Gambian reading scheme.  

Plans to erect a library building were put on hold last year 

due to Covid, but the Trustees really hope that we now 

have the funding for the development to go ahead and be 

completed early in 2022.  

We have already trained two teachers to run a library 

system, ensuring the books are stored, issued and 

retrieved systematically.  

Now we can look forward to having a purpose-built room 

that will give pupils, teachers and villagers the chance to 

borrow a range of books, hold workshops and expand their 

love of books. 

It will be the first library in the village, or indeed in the 

region.  If you have any pre-loved books that you would 

like to donate, please contact us.

The Trustees would like to take this opportunity to thank 

the Exhibition Committee for all their hard work: the vicar 

for giving permission for the church to be used the venue 

and to everyone who helped to put on such a successful 

event.

The Cherry Patch, Linton Hill, ME17 4AP
www.schoolgambia.org.uk
schoolgambiauk@gmail.com
charity number:  1096153

 SCHOOL GAMBIA ART EXHIBITION REPORT

A SUCCESSFUL CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

We at Friends of Yalding Youth & Community Centre at Yalding Baptist 
Church would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
supported our Christmas Tree Festival in December 2021
We raised a grand total of £282 which was broken down in tree entries, 
refreshments with lovely hot mince pies and a teddy raffle which was won 
by Conrad Feaver.  
We love this event so much, we will be doing it again on the weekend of
10-11th December 2022. 
So, you have plenty of time to think of how to enter your themed tree 
which will showcase your local group or business. 
Thankyou again - we really appreciate it. 
                                                                                          YYCC Friends
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COMMUNITY DIARY
FEBRUARY
  3rd Sarah McQuaid gig at Hunton Village Hall (ad on page 13) 8pm
  3rd Yalding Art Group - linocut @ Riverside, Lees Road.  £3 (article in magazine) 10am-12
  7th A-Z of Roses by Simon White of Peter Beales Roses (zoom talk)  - The Garden Society 8pm
  8th Pop Up Cafe @ The Chequers Marquee 10.30am-12.30
  8th WI meeting at the village hall, Lyngs Close 7.30pm
10th Yalding Art Group - linocut 10am-12
14th Little Fishes @ St.Peter & St.Paul's Church 10am
17th Yalding Art Group - Cherubs & Angels 10am-12
22nd Pop Up Cafe @ The Chequers Marquee 10.30am-12.30
24th Yalding Art Group - Cherubs & Angels 10am-12
28th Ladies Night & The Chequers, Laddingford 6.30-9.30pm

MARCH
  7th AGM & get together of The Garden Society at The Village Hall, Lyngs Close 8pm

Further information & enqurieis regarding joining the Garden Society, contact:
Lois 01622 814509 or Jane 01622 815569

   8th WI meeting at the village hall, Lyngs Close 7.30pm
 14th Little Fishes @ St.Peter & St.Paul's Church 10am

For more details regarding these events, 
please look throughout the magazine.

If you have an event you would like us to cover, 
please send details to mag@yaldingchurches.co.uk

TOOLS WITH A MISSION

 We are having a special COFFEE MORNING
 at Yalding Baptist Church, Vicarage Road, Yalding on 

Thursday 24th March 2022 at 10.30 to 12 noon
           in aid of TOOLS WITH A MISSION,       

 the charity that makes the most of recycling, by refurbishing unwanted tools, sewing and knitting machines, etc., and 

sending them to Africa, to enable ultra-poor people to earn a living. 

You can learn more about it by listening to David Herren
who will be giving a talk and answering your questions from about 11 a.m.

This is a charity you can support without it costing you a penny;

 just turn out those tools, machines, knitting, & sewing supplies 

 you are really never going to use (again), and help lift someone out of the poverty trap. 

You might be glad of the extra space in the loft, tool shed, garage, or work box maybe!

For further details, go to www.twam.uk or if you have any tools you would like to donate,

 email post@twam.uk or telephone 01473 210220

YALDING GARDEN SOCIETY AGM & SOCIAL EVENING

The YGS AGM will be held on Monday, 7th March 2022 at the Village Hall, Lyngs Close at 8pm.  New members are 
welcome - keen gardeners or beginners with a window box.  The meeting will be followed by a social evening with drinks 

and nibbles.  It is an ideal opportunity to meet new and old friends - learn about the new schedules and join or renew 
your membership (a very reasonable £5)

Advantages of membership include:
10% discount on plants at Brookside Garden Centre                      Winter talks by experts 
Visits to gardens in the SE England                Spring & Autumn flower and produce shows

Summer picnic & local visits                                                  Christmas party
For more information, please call Joy 01622 814509
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LITTLE VENICE SAY GOODBYE TO TERENCE ROY RUSSELL          
14.3.1940-19.11.2021

Terry, Tel, Grandad Shrek and, to those of us on Little 
Venice, T-Bone was certainly a larger-than-life character - 
part of Little Venice's 'fixtures & fittings'.  
Due to dyslexia, Terry's school years weren't the easiest, 
but he was fortunate to get himself an apprenticeship as a 
butcher.  
In time he became a Master Butcher, qualified meat 
inspector and qualified slaughter man.
A brilliant cricket player, he played for East Kent Junior 
cricket team.  
After three marriages, owning and running several shops 
along with the help of his children, a heart attack at the 
age of 60 brought about his early retirement.
Terry's passions were fishing (lots of it!), the pub and 
socialising.  
He was also a great believer in the old adage 'rules are 
made to be broken'.  
Not only did he break the rules, he encouraged his 
children and grandchildren to do the same. 
All in the name of fun, of course!
Life moved on, and so did Terry and his wife Mo - to Little 
Venice.  

This was back in 2002.  
He became a very familiar, and much loved face and was 
often the first to greet and welcome newcomers.  
His get togethers for family and friends alike were 
infamous.  
Garden gnomes!  
Terry hated them with a vengeance, but his beloved Mo 
adored them and so she had, what started as, a small 
collection in the garden. 
Terry's hatred of them was well known on site and he 
would often wake up to find a new arrival had appeared 
overnight courtesy of one or other of his neighbours.  I 
have to confess that I was responsible for the appearance 
of one or two (or maybe more!) of these.  
He often threatened to throw them in the river, but Mo 
would have none of it! 
Terry's final words of an evening would always be
 'G'night, God bless'.  
And so, T-Bone -
your lively character and hearty laugh will long be missed.  
Sally

GET FIT FOR 2022 WITH TANYA!

Come and join me at Yalding village hall on Wednesday evenings 7-8pm for zumba.  It's great fun and guaranteed to put a 
spring in your step!   All lessons are £7 or 10 lessons for £60.  If you can go further afield, I do a zumba class at 
Waterinbury on Tuesday evening 7-8pm, 10am on Wednesday morning at Nettlestead and a body conditioning class 
back at Wateringbury on a Friday morning at 10am. All guaranteed to get you going for 2022!
www.facebook.com/tanyashepelevphysicalfitness or tanyagrafham@yahoo.com                     See you soon!  Tanya
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YALDING LIBRARY

Adin Coates House

High Street

Yalding, Kent

ME18 6HU

WE ARE NOW OPEN

Sunday closed

Monday 1pm-5pm

Tuesday 9am-1pm

Wednesday 9am-12pm

Thursday 1pm-5pm

Friday 1pm-5pm

Saturday 9am-1pm

ROMANCE IS IN THE AIR

February is the month of love and romance so I thought I'd 
think about my all time favourite romantic novels.  I'm a 
little out of my comfort zone as I like a good crime novel 
nowadays, but I love these and hope you will too. 
In at number one is:
Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare
The story as old as time itself - split loyalties, forbidden 
love, tragedy and loss.  It has it all!  Romeo & Juliet come 
from rival families, but first love is strong and they 
impetuously hatch a plan to be together with tragic 
consequences. 
Number 2:
Gone With The Wind by Margaret Mitchell
I have read this book several times and I cannot tell you 
how many times I have watched the film with the famous 
ending "frankly my dear, I don't give a damn'.  And frankly, I 
didn't blame him as Scarlett certainly put him through the 
ringer!  It was the only novel Margaret Mitchell ever wrote 
as she was a historian, so along with the love story, it 
chronicles the civil war battle by battle and the utter 
desolation of war.  
Number 3:
Jane Eyre by Emily Bronte
Our plain Jane who falls in love with Mr Rochester only to 
find out on her wedding day that he is already married and 
runs away.  A true survivor who builds yet another life only 
to return to him and learns that his deranged wife has died 
in a fire and he was blinded trying to save her.  
Gripping stuff!

Number 4:
Love In The Time of Cholera by Gabriel Garcia Marchez
A slow burn love story of unrequited love and the long wait 
until his true love was free again still not knowing whether 
she would return his love. You keep guessing until the very 
end. 
Number 5:
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
I apologise for picking this author twice, but then again I 
don't - she truly had a gift of drawing the reader in.  The 
highly charged love story of Heathcliff and Cathy and the 
tragic fallout for everyone.  Cathy dies and Heathcliff is 
haunted by her calling him across the Yorkshire moors 
which are as wild and untamed as they are. 
Looking through the romantic novels listed and there are 
some new kids on the block!   
Here is a list of romcoms I recognise from TV & film 
adaptations:
Normal People by Sally Rooney,  
Brigerton by Julia Quinn, 
Brokeback Mountain by Annie Proulx, 
Bridget Jone's Diary by Helen Fielding, 
The Handmaiden (based on the novel The Fingersmith by 
Sarah Waters), 
Sweet Home Alabama (based on A Honeysuckle Hill 
Novella by Erin Knightley)
An eclectic mix I'm sure you will agree.  Hopefully you will 
find a romantic read amongst the books listed this month.  
Happy Valentine!                                  June

STORY TIME AT YALDING LIBRARY

Calling all pre-school children and their parents/carers
It's Storytime at Yalding Library 

 Come along on the 1st Monday of the month from 2.15pm-2.45pm
A fun session with stories, songs & colouring/crafts

FREE and all welcome
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TESTON & WATERINGBURY PRESCHOOL

This term began by exploring the book ‘Which food will 

you choose’ by Claire Potter and Ailie Busby.  

As well as introducing the days of the week we will be 

exploring the colourful world of food.  

We will be talking about which foods are good for us and 

which are not so good.  

Recommended by paediatric dietitians this book is a fun 

and effective way to coax your child out of their comfort 

zone and encourage them to try the taste of something 

new.

As part  of our activities based around the book, we will be 

sorting foods into healthy and unhealthy groups, taking 

part in a taste challenge, looking at where foods come 

from around the World.  

We will also be making colourful pizzas with the children 

choosing from a huge range of toppings… prepare to get 

messy!

We look forward to celebrating Chinese New Year on 

Tuesday 1st February (year of the Tiger).  With our hall 

decorated with our home-made lanterns we will be trying 

some lovely Chinese food. 

 

In our last week we will be focusing 

on oral health by asking the children 

why we brush our teeth? how long do we brush them for? 

And playing the clean those teeth game!

During this term, our older children have been continuing 

with their phonics groups that we started in September 

and our younger children are exploring our clever finger 

activities to help with their pencil grip.  

As part of our fundraising, we have a ‘bags to school’ 

collection on Wednesday 23rd February.  

To help us with this if you are having a clear out of clothes, 

handbags, belts, shoes, and towels, please bag them up 

and bring them along to Teston village hall on 

Monday 21st or Tuesday 22nd February for our 

collection.  All monies raised will go towards craft material 

for our children. 

If you would like your child to be a part of this amazing 

progressive pre-school, please contact Tina Driver on 

07805 796353 or email on tandwngroup@gmail.com.

It was a difficult year for fundraising in 2021.  
However, the poppy appeal for the Royal British Legion in Yalding raised more money than usual due 
to the kind generosity of all who wear a poppy in memory of those who gave their lives in conflicts 
throughout the World so that we can live in peace.
 
Boxes are placed in shops, pubs and the Post Office and we are so pleased everyone took the time to 
buy a poppy and it was a very moving service at the War Memorial in November.  
The final total of sales of poppies,  crosses,  bands and badges, worn with pride on the 11th November 
came to £1465.53 
A big thankyou to everyone who supported us.                                    Trish

POPPY APPEAL 2021



Page 14 February Y & L Parish Magazine

YALDING ART GROUP

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/YALDINGARTGROUP
We had great fun looking at the images from the famous Bayeaux Tapestry just before we broke up for the Christmas 
break.  We celebrated with a lovely Christmas meal at The Walnut Tree and thankyou to the staff who made it such a 
lovely afternoon.  
The Bayeux Tapestry chronicles the death of King Harold and conquest of Great Britain by William the Conquerer in 1066.   
As the images are sewn, we tried to draw them as they are.  We discovered that the English images mainly had 
moustaches and the Normans had very distinct hair cuts.  This makes it much easier for the viewer of the whole tapestry 
to work out who is who.  The expressions of some of the images said so much - it really is a remarkable tapestry. 

We started the new term of 2022 with a new facebook 
group page - www.facebook.com/yaldingartgroup.   
My ambition is to post all the work done this year, plus 
making albums of work we have been doing during 2021 
and before.  
For a bit of fun, we all have an avatar so you can get a 
cartoon idea of what we look like.  What a laugh!  
We'd be very pleased to have any comments about our 
work (not necessarily our avatars!) and if you like to draw 
and paint, but just cannot come on Thursday mornings, 
take a look through the photo albums and give some of the 
subjects a try - then post.  

We'd love to see your work. 

If you would like to join Yalding Art Group, we meet most 
Thursday mornings 10am-12 with a break for refreshments 
and a chat.  The subject changes every two weeks, but you 
can re-visit previous subjects if you like. 
 
All sessions are £3 - we have lots of paper and paint, so 
why not give it a try. 
Contact me on chapman.june59@gmail.com

We moved on from the Bayeux Tapestry to 
Charley Harper who was a prolific American 
illustrator in a very modern style.  This is one of 
his designs of an eagle and is painted by Rene. 
Lots of rulers needed with his work, but we are 
up to the challenge and then we will move onto 
William Morris.    
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  YALDING CRICKET CLUB

An Apology

By the time you read this, the Ashes will be over and 

England will have taken a drubbing. While this is not 

entirely the fault of Yalding CC, we apologise on behalf of 

the entire cricketing community.  Our fervent hope is that 

we can restore some pride in the new season, both for the 

village and the country. 

But the England performance does underline the 

importance of good preparation. Hence…

Winter Nets

We will be practicing every Saturday from mid-January to 

mid-March at Putlands leisure centre in Paddock Wood 

from 11am to 1pm. Anyone can come along: it is pay-as-

you play, £4 per week to cover hall hire, with seniors from 

11am and juniors (over 8) from 12pm. If you are 

interested, please let us know, or simply turn up on the 

day. 

Fundraising

We have set ourselves the target of raising £4000 to cover 

the cost of pitch renovations before next season. 

Thanks to all those who bought Christmas trees from us, 

and who bought cookies from the stall at the Yuletide 

market. This was the first year we also sold Christmas trees 

at the market, and we had a really positive response from 

that, too.

And a special mention for Oliver Cust, who did a virtual 

treasure hunt to get his personal challenge badge from 

cubs. Oliver raised £250, which is a significant help. Thank 

you, Oliver. 

Many thanks to those who helped at the stalls and in 

delivering trees. It was a brilliant effort from all. Biggest 

thank you, as ever, to Roy for organising everything, Roma 

for baking hundreds of cookies, and Louise for helping to 

run the project. 

Thanks to those organisations and people who helped 

facilitate: Orchard View Garage, Dizrat (of course), JJ 

Rentals and The Paint Repair Centre. Many thanks to Ben 

Kirby who built the website. Ben – who also lays artificial 

lawns (ezlawn.co.uk) – has also helped us remedy some of 

the mistakes we made in laying the new net. Much 

appreciated. We raised £1900 from sales of  

trees and cookies, and with Oliver’s 

contribution and the generous 

donations to the GoFundMe page 

(gofundme.com/f/yaldingcc), we 

are more than halfway to our target.

We plan to have an auction in 

April, which may be online if 

required. So far we have pledges

for river trips, at-home fine dining, 

and meals out, as well as 

memorabilia, signed books and art.  If you have any ideas 

for items that you would like to pledge to go into the 

auction, please let us know.

Every pound we raise will be matched by an incredibly 

generous offer from a friend of the club, so now is a real 

opportunity to make your contribution count. 

The club has been providing a sporting outlet to the 

people of Yalding for over 200 years, and continues to be a 

vital resource for all the village. Please lend us your 

support.

Volunteers required

Unfortunately, our treasurer has left the village and so we 

need someone to fill that role. It is not an onerous task – 

maybe an hour or so a week – but it is important for the 

club to have someone to oversee our accounts. If you think 

you could fit the bill, please get in touch with Martin on 

the address below. 

Plans for next season

Alongside the senior Saturday team, we are planning to 

have a ‘development’ team to play on Sundays. This will be 

made up of a mix of last years’ U15s and some more 

senior players. Please get in touch with Nick Thomson if 

you or a family member would like to play – 

We are also looking for younger players. We will continue 

our joint team for U13s with Capel, and new players are 

welcome, but we have entered a standalone Yalding U11s 

team for the league this year. 
Players who are aged 8and over, up to and including those 
in Year 6 are eligible; please contact Martin on 
martin.tripp.cricket@gmail.com if you would like to know 
more.   Happy New Year – and happy cricketing!

AN ENVELOPE WITH THE MAGAZINE THIS MONTH

Each January we ask readers for a small 
donation towards the costs of the magazine.

It's not compulsory; we won't hound you for 
the money, but every pound is very welcome.

If you can, please pop a fiver in the white 
envelope and drop it into the Post Office  

Thank you - Editor.
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Maidstone 01622 962646
Staplehurst 01580 891079
Mobile 07986 843903
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“Simply the Best”

The Old Forge Cattery

Luxury boarding cattery
in Laddingford

Contact Sandy King
on 01622 871330

 
Email:   Cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk
Website: www.theoldforgecattery.co.uk

G.H DECORATORS AND BUILDERS
for all your Property Maintenance needs

Professional Painters & Builders since 1989
covering the South East & Kent

Tel: 01622 813947 / 07539 216932
Email: ghdecorators@hotmail.com

Explore the Magic of Glass
Connect through Creativity

Glass Art & Craft Workshops
Right here, in Laddingford!

07976 165294 GlassAlisa.co.uk

Also available:

 Gift Vouchers       Home Craft Kits       Unique Gifts 
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The Bush, Blackbird and Thrush

Bookings now being taken for Xmas
Menus to be found at

BushBlackbirdAndThrush.co.uk 

 info@BushBlackbirdAndThrush.co.uk

Xmas Fayre - 1st Dec to 23rd December
Xmas Day - 25th December

Telephone: 01622 871349
Bush Road, East Peckham TN12 5LN

DessoMech Bike Repairs 
A common sense and affordable approach to

bike servicing and repairs
Professionally qualified and insured

Doorstep collection and delivery

07598 225195
dessomech@icloud.com     www.DessoMech.com

YALDING VILLAGE CLUB

Mon-Fri  1pm - 11pm     Sat-Sun 12noon - 11pm

Call Peter 01622 814123

Venue for your Weddings, Parties, Wakes etc
Outside bars by arrangement

 Food 

 Bar

 Live Music

 Dancing

 Pool

 Snooker 
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For free estimates contact Sam

Mob: 07984 628 903

Email: samjr75@btinternet.com

Steeped in history, 
our pub was built in 1492

Originally a Yeoman’s house 
it became a pub in the 19th century. 

Now a traditional pub, log fires & oak beams
Cask ales, delicious wines 

and over 40 gins. 

Friendly & efficient service. 

Open for wholesome lunches & 
suppers

 Traditional and modern fayre.

01622 814266
WalnutTreePubYalding.co.uk   

Phillips & Painter Ltd
All aspects of Brickwork & General Building

Small works to New Builds

Established in 1983

GARY      or       JOHN
Call 07876 243198 or 07799 691449

01622 813387

phillipsandpainterltd@googlemail.com
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D.K. Plastering
Plastering Contractor

All Work Carried Out
at reasonable prices

Call David on Mobile
07974 891 795

TRADITIONAL AWARD WINNING
VILLAGE INN

Good Quality Value for Money Menu
Real Ales, Selection of Wines

During COVID restrictions we offer
Our Take Away Menu &

Delicious Takeaway Afternoon Teas

Delivery may be possible in the Parish
for vulnerable or self isolating customers

Updates online and 
at Facebook.com/chequersladdingford
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OFSTED Approved Childminder
20 years experience

has vacancies for children from 3 months upwards
in a comfortable family setting in Yalding 

Call Angela on 01622 814488
or email Wyatt-g@sky.com

Atmosclear Building Services Ltd
Forstal Business Park, Paddock Wood TN12 6PY

We supply, install and maintain 
Heating, Ventilation,  Refrigeration and 

Air-Conditioning systems

sales@Atmosclear.biz      
www.Atmosclear.biz        
01622 816 820                  
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C Ladbrooke Local Qualified Electrician
All types of Electrical work undertaken

Free Estimates
24 Hour Call Out

Fully Insured
Call Chris on 07860 181406

Skincare specialist offering aesthetic 
and holistic treatments and massage. 

Visit the Nail & Brow bar at 
Barsleys Department Store

or the salon in 
Putlands Leisure Centre Paddock Wood TN12 6NZ 

Contact Helen to book an appointment 
or arrange a no obligation consultation 

to discuss treatments that will benefit you.

T: 07724 026 964      e: info@kch.life
https://kch.life
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Your local fully insured cat sitter
www.purfect-paws.com

purfectpawskent@gmail.com
Call Samantha… 07532 187123
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J L Buttigieg Tree Services

Tree Surgery Hedge Cutting
Landscaping Grass Cutting
Fencing and more,

 
Yalding based Fully qualified and Insured

Free No Obligation quotes Year round Callout

Call Josh on 07718 592354
jlbtreeservices@gmail.com

J L P   P E R F O R M I N G   A R T S

BALLET ~ MODERN ~ TAP

www.jlpperformingarts.com
jlpperformingarts@gmail.com

07872  581 753

AT:  The BAPTIST CHURCH
& YALDING VILLAGE HALL

This space available
Place your small ad here 

This space available
Place your small ad here 
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SCAFFOLDING
MT Scaffolding Services

Please call Mark for a free quotation on
01892 825848 / 07770 947888

Local professional business, with old fashioned core values

Very competitive pricing providing a reliable service

Fully qualified and insured with over 30 years' experience

Residential & Commercial Premises

Yalding Village Hall
All functions and Activities can be booked.

Kitchen available
Contact booking officer by email SueGerrish@gmail.com

(preferred), or phone 01622 814163

Julia F. Russell
Body Control Pilates Instructor 
01622 813550 - julia_russell21@yahoo.co.uk

I'm delighted to announce a new 

Pilates Classical Mat class
starting September 2021 at the Baptist Hall

Mondays 9.45 – 11.00am.  New clients are warmly welcome

My Weekly Zoom classes continue every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning 

 BODY CONTROL PILATES
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Pre-School based in Teston Village Hall

Open from 09.00am – 2.30pm Monday to Friday 
Optional early morning drop offs at 08.30am

Quality pre-school care and education since 1966
Ages 2 years to School age.

15 hours free entitlement for 3 & 4 year olds
Approved provider of the ‘Free for 2’ funding scheme

Extended 30 hour entitlement available

All fully qualified staff

Activities tailored to each child ensured my child was 
ready for school in a way I could not have done myself

(Mum of a 4 year old)

Enquiries to: Tina Driver – 07805 796353

or email – tandwngroup@gmail.com

www.testonandwateringburypreschool.co.uk

IKD Kitchens and Bedrooms
Design – Manufacture – Installation

Local showroom:
6 Woodfalls Industrial Estate

Laddingford, ME18 6DA

Telephone: 01622 871190
Mobile:  07932 797576

Email: info@ikd-int.co.uk
Website: www.ikd-int.co.uk

Dragon Property Maintenance Services
Your local handyman based in

Yalding
Experts in all aspects of Garden and

Property Maintenance

See our website for details or call

01622 814854 / 07779 575663
www.dragonpmservices.co.uk
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Ani ta ’s  A l t e ra t ions
Breathe new life into your wardrobe

From taking up a hem to re-shaping a jacket
Swift and professional service

Call Anita on 01622 813460 or 07956 647614

Yalding Parent, Baby & Toddler Group
Weekly informal get together for all pre-school ages and their carers

Term time Wednesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Yalding Baptist Church

Just pop in and ask for Joanna, Katie or Sarah
e:  YaldingTodderGroup@gmail.com for more info

PIANO LESSONS
 

 For Children & Adults - Beginners to Grade 8 

MARJORIE AYLING BA Hons., FTCL, ARCM.
 T: 01892 835702  E: MarjorieAyling@outlook.com 

YALDING YOUTH CENTRE, VICARAGE Rd
Available for hire and ideal for children's parties

Two halls; main hall can take bouncy castle
Good kitchen facilities. Outside play area. Parking

Call Martin & Gail Johnson for details and bookings
01622 815498
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Vicar - Father Paul Kish..................................01622 814182
Vicar@YaldingChurches.co.uk
Churchwardens...............................Please contact the Vicar
PCC Treasurer ...............................................01622 817919
treasurer@yaldingchurches.co.uk
Joint Parish Giving Officers
Joy & Jonathan Virden ..................................01622 814509

Junior Church
Rachel Curley.................................................01622 814159
Bellringers
Richard Young................................................01732 669782
Choir
Daniel Sharman.............................................01892 723884

RC Church of St.Francis..................................01622 756217
Yalding Baptist Church
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
Carol Featherstone........................................01622 812838
Little Fishes 
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk
Churchyard Working Party ("The Vandals")
Paul Mahoney................................................01622 814369
Yalding Church Preservation Society
Peter Chapman..............................................07973 839266

EDUCATION
Yalding School Head
Mrs Sarah Friend ...........................................01622 814298
PTA:  Emma Peskett
chair@YaldingPTA.co.uk
Laddingford School Head
Mrs Gemma Hitch..........................................01622 871270

Yalding Library ...............................................01622 817735
Yalding Pre-School.........................................01622 814024
admin@yaldingpreschool.co.uk
Yalding Parent & Toddler Playgroup
Joanna Geary ................................................01622 964468

HELPING HANDS
Volunteer transport for medical appointments
Jenny G 01622 817439    Jane........................01622 814002
Jenny S 01892 459041    Barbara ...................01622 814038

PARISH COUNCIL
Chair: Geraldine Brown..................................01622 814222
chairman@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk: Angela Gent.........................................01622 814134
clerk@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk

GOVT & LOCAL COUNCIL REPS
MP:  Helen.Grant.mp@parliament.gov.uk
KCC:  Simon.Webb@kent.gov.uk
Cllr: David Burton...........................................07590 229910
Cllr: Annabelle Blackmore..............................01622 833299
Cllr: Claudine Russell.....claudinerussell@maidstone.gov.uk

DOCTOR  (NHS 111 non-emergency)
Burgess Bank Surgery ....................................01622 814380
Friends of Yalding Surgery
Elaine Andrews..............................................01622 816951
PPG - James Guillum Scott.............................01892 730308

POLICE
Emergency....................................................999                    
Maidstone Rural............................................101                    
RSPCA Cruelty Line........................................0300 1234 999

VILLAGE HALLS
Yalding V. Hall Bookings.................................01622 814163
Yalding Post Office.........................................01622 814327
Youth & Community Centre ..........................01622 815498
Laddingford Church Hall bookings ................01622 873450
Yalding Church Rooms (Clare)........................01622 814027

CLUBS & ASSOCIATIONS
Allotments: Susanna Barnwell.......................01622 813309
Art Group: June Chapman.............................01622 817324
Bee Keepers: Chris Morris.............................07855 464667
Cricket Club: Martin Tripp..............................07961 100389
Football Club: Steve Faulkner ........................01892 263907
Garden Society: Joy Virden ...........................01622 814509
Relative Minors: H.Haddesley .......................01622 749284
Rifle Range: Dave Woodger ...........................01732 843813
Table Tennis: Peter Camrass...........................01622 720985
Villlage Voices: Karen di Marco......................01622 745298

SCOUTS
Beavers (6-8), Cubs (8-10.5), Scouts (10.5-14)
Sandra Grace.................................................01622 200555
Explorer Scouts (14-18)
Eleanor Mead................................................07539 890093

VILLAGE CONTACTS
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