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FRONT PAGE IMAGE FOR
YALDING & LADDINGFORD
PARISH MAGAZINE MARCH 1992
When I took over as Editor I was given a folder full of images
which had been used for the front cover of the magazine as far
back as the 1980s.
I was so captivated by them I photographed each one and I
have a computer photo ﬁle full.
This one is from the March issue of 1992 - 30 years ago this
month and I am not sure of the location. Is it the High Street
of Yalding? Let me know if you remember this image as more
information is needed!
So, what happened 30 years ago? I had a look through
Wikipedia and there were plenty of conﬂicts all around the
world, but highlights included HM The Queen celebrating her
Ruby Jubilee and who would have thought that she would this
year be celebrating her Platinum. Truly remarkable.
God bless you ma'am.
Other World events included the signing of the Maastricht
Treaty, women being allowed to be ordained as priests, also
South African politicians voted for political reforms which
would end apartheid. Space news included the launch of
the space shuttle Atlantis which has been studying global
warming and we all know how that is doing.
John Major was the Prime Minister - nothing more to say
about that!!
Sport - Pakistan beat England to win the Cricket World Cup.
Our cricketers certainly have had their ups and downs in
between.
June

EDITOR'S NOTES
February is the month for romantic love.
And by the way it was my 40th wedding anniversary
on the 13th February, so I prove my point!.
However, March is for Motherly Love.
I expect all toddler groups are busy making special
gifts from little ones for their mums up to adult
children trying to ﬁnd a little something just to say 'I
love you' Mum. So, to all mums everywhere have a
lovely day on Mothering Sunday, 27th March.
Moving onto April we have two items for the diary on the ﬁrst there is a folk music gig at Hunton Hall for
all those music lovers who have longed for live music
to return and on the 2nd the also longed for return of
Martyn!
Martyn returns as quizmaster for the quiz raising
funds for Friends of Yalding Surgery in Yalding village
hall. I love a quiz, so sign me up!
You may have noticed that we have added our bank
account details on this page.
Not being foolhardy, we have come to realise that
some of our subscribers prefer to donate that way and
a big thankyou to everyone who has donated so far.
June
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PARISH LETTER
disaster in our own time and place,
but the coming year promises to be
diﬃcult for all of us. Rising prices,
huge bills, more expensive debts and
pitiful interest on savings.
Falling standards of living, a
domestic political crisis, potential for
war in Europe, and the threat of
disease with serious consequences
for health, education, and the
economy.
We hope that more than a remnant
will return, but Isaiah’s message is just
as good for us. Do not lose heart.
There are things we can do now and
in the future that will help to shape
and determine the outcomes. Let us
think carefully about what we do with
what we have and what really matters
for us.
There have been many articles and
letters written, some of them even by
me, about how the pandemic has
caused us all to reﬂect about how we
lead our lives and how we connect
with our communities. Now that we
come to live with the choices we have
made, I have written a series of
articles about what Christians call
“Stewardship” which refers to how

Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out,
you and your son Shear-Jashub, and
say to the King ‘Be careful, don’t be
afraid, and do not lose heart.’
(Isaiah 7:3,4)
The prophet Isaiah lived in diﬃcult
and dangerous times: Foreign powers
were at the borders of his country
waiting to overthrow the nation and
they were expecting a future of
hardship and oppression.
It was Isaiah’s job to remind the
King and the people to keep the faith
and not panic in the face of disaster.
The impending doom had been
coming for some time, and now
things were critical, so Isaiah took an
extraordinary step of giving his own
son a name which would make him a
living prophecy.
“Shear-Jashub” means “a remnant
shall return” – a double-edged
warning and a reassurance at the
same time, suggesting that though
many are going to suﬀer and indeed
perish, the destruction will not be
ﬁnal. There will be a future when
those who are left can rebuild. Have
faith.
We may not be facing quite the same

we use the gifts that we have been
given, how we take care as faithful
“Stewards” of that which is entrusted
to us, how we relate to the world.
These are not intended to promote
a particular viewpoint or course of
action, but to give cause for
consideration of the issues at stake, to
oﬀer original perspectives, and to
provide a biblical metaphor to give
reassurance that we are not the ﬁrst
to be in this position. I hope you ﬁnd
them to be thoughtful and
considered, and that they aﬀord an
opportunity to reﬂect on the
decisions you make in relation to their
several topics.
Isaiah’s message to his people was
stark and direct. But it was also true.
Acknowledging and facing that truth
is as important for us as it was for
them, but may we also be reassured
that a message of hope and
deliverance is never far away. Do not
lose heart.
“Those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles; they will run and
not grow weary; they will walk and
not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)

St Peter and St Paul, Yalding
6th March
13th
20th
27th
Mondays
Wednesdays

9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
1.45
10.00

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
All Age breakfast & worship
Little Fishes (monthly on 2nd Monday) in church
Holy Communion, Lady chapel (Traditional)
All evening services have been suspended.
If you would like to receive Father Paul's weekly message to the congregation, email vicar@yaldingchurches.co.uk

St Mary's, Laddingford
9.00am
9.00am

Morning Worship
Holy Communion

11am

Holy Communion

St Margaret's, Collier Street

Catholic Mass at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Nettlestead
Sundays
Contact:

9.30 All welcome
Fr Alastair Ferguson

Y & L Parish Magazine

01892 838220 ∙ 07887 925356
March

alastair.ferguson153@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP

OF

CREATION

We are all very conscious these days of the phenomenon of Climate Change and its eﬀects on us and various
communities across the world, not least those who have been victims of recent extreme weather events from ﬂoods to
forest ﬁres . These have always happened, but it seems they are happening more often.
Increased carbon compounds in the atmosphere, the changing composition of the oceans, the extinction of biological
species – we are told that the rate of decline of our environment seems to be accelerating exponentially and beyond our
control.
We are called by popular demand to exercise restraint in our consumption and our burning of fossil fuels in order to
arrest this decline and see if we can’t do something about the changes in our climate. But why should we do this at all?
Do we really think it will make any signiﬁcant diﬀerence?
Is this not just trying to be like God if we imagine we are in control of the universe with our small attempts at
manipulating the atmosphere. Is that not the mistake that Adam and Eve, our ﬁrst parents and prototypes, made in the
Garden of Eden, God’s created paradise?
If we pretend to ourselves that our planet is of ultimate importance, then is this not just worshipping Mother Nature
instead of Father God? This would be idolatry, even blasphemy.
And if we imagine we can beneﬁt future generations who do not yet even exist when we cannot even house the people
who are homeless and feed those who are hungry in our own time and place, is this not just plain ridiculous?
Is not our primary concern as Christians to draw closer to God through prayer and worship, to be concerned with eternity
rather than to worry about tomorrow in our earthly lives (Matthew 6:34)?
Yes it is. But consider this:
Psalm 24 tells us that the Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.
Genesis 2:4-7 tells us that God made the earth and put us in it, with the express purpose that we should work it and
take care of it (Genesis 2:15)
Are we not failing in that task when we abuse the earth and its resources in pursuit of personal gain with little concern
for how we pollute it? Hardly “taking care of it” at all.
If we really wish to draw closer to God, should we not repent of our failure to look after his creation?
In his temptations in the wilderness, Jesus rejects the suggestions of Satan that he should use the world to satisfy his
human desire for food, for status, and for power (Matthew 4:1-11) and that instead he chooses to focus on serving God
through his ministry.
We, who are tempted in the same way, can learn from Jesus’ example by making better choices in our attitude towards
God’s creation.
We should care for the earth, not because it belongs to us and we are in control of our destiny, but because it belongs
to God and we should show him love, thanksgiving, and respect. We need to respect the dust from which we are made
(Genesis 2:7) and to which we shall one day return, not for our beneﬁt, but for the glory of God.
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YALDING YOUTH & COMMUNITY CENTRE

Tools With A Mission
We are having a special COFFEE MORNING
at Yalding Baptist Church, Vicarage Road, Yalding on

Thursday 24th March 2022 at 10.30 to 12 noon
in aid of TOOLS WITH A MISSION,
the charity that makes the most of recycling, by refurbishing unwanted tools, sewing and knitting machines, etc.,
and sending them to Africa, to enable ultra-poor people to earn a living.
You can learn more about it by listening to David Herren
who will be giving a talk and answering your questions from about 11 a.m.
This is a charity you can support without it costing you a penny;
just turn out those tools, machines, knitting, & sewing supplies
you are really never going to use (again), and help lift someone out of the poverty trap.
You might be glad of the extra space in the loft, tool shed, garage, or work box maybe!
For further details, go to www.twam.uk or if you have any tools you would like to donate,

email post@twam.uk or telephone 01473 210220

Yes Please

No Thankyou

Agricultural tools
Builders' tools
Carpenters' tools
Electricians' tools
Motor mechanics' tools Plumbers' tools
Garage workshop tools Power tools
Children's scholar packs Educational books
Sewing machines
Knitting machines
Haberdashery
Fully working IT equipment

It's not about what we want,
it's about what people can use.
Broken tools
Ladders
Lawn rakes
Long handled shears
Lawn mowers
Printers & scanners
Disability aids
Clothes/shoes
Bikes
Adult books & children's ﬁction

YALDING BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Worship Services with Junior Church
6th March
13th
20th
27th
Home Group

Holy Communion Service
Usual service and kitchen crew (11+)
All Age Service
Visiting speaker - Bev Grove
Fortnightly Wednesdays at 8.15pm Please contact for venue

You can listen to our sermons on our YouTube channel
Contact:

James & Rachel Bushnell 01622 817337, rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk
yaldingbaptistchurch.my-free.website
www.facebook.com/yaldingbaptistchurch

THE PCC NEEDS YOUR HELP
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) for Yalding & Laddingford needs the help of someone who is able to review the annual
accounts as an independent examiner.
This should not be an onerous role and is only required once a year around February/March time.
The person required does not need to be a qualiﬁed accountant, but needs to be familiar with business and ﬁnancial
matters as the accounts are on a cash receipts and payments basis.
This role would be ideal for someone who has managed their own small business, or a retired accountant.
If you are willing to help, please email treasurer@yaldingchurches.co.uk
Y & L Parish Magazine
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THE CHEQUERS INN
THE STREET
LADDINGFORD
KENT
ME18 6BP
01622 871266
Sssh - Spring is on it’s way and
“things” seem to be beginning to
getting back to some resemblance of
normal which we are delighted –
nearly two years on from when we
were ﬁrst told to close our doors for
business on 20th March 2020.
With the Spring ﬂowers bursting
through we are looking forward to the
coming year with the Jubilee
celebrations as well as many of us
having personal celebrations to be
catching up on. The Racers are
eagerly planning their annual tour
which this year (hopefully) will be the
stunning Puglia region of Italy.
Having missed the last two years to
say they will be “over excitable” will
be an understatement!
With the Paddock Wood Half
Marathon reverting back to it’s usual
date in the year we will be helping out
by once again providing the
Laddingford Water Station to the
runners.
Ideally situated by Laddingford
School this provides a great place to
cheer on the runners as they turn the
corner heading back to Paddock
Wood. Please let us know if you can
help out on the water station – it is

now a well known marker on the
route with great support and music
for encouragement.
It will take place on Sunday 13 March
with runners coming through
Laddingford from around
approximately 10am.
We are delighted to be able to oﬀer
our celebrated and delicious
afternoon teas for Mother’s Day once
again this year.
These can be takeaways in our
lovely tiered takeaway cake stand or
enjoyed at The Chequers on either
Saturday or Sunday of Mothering
Weekend (26/27 March).
All teas must be pre-booked so give
us a call to order yours as there will
be limited availability. 01622 871266.
As we move on to April Charles will
be doing a special Good Friday Fish &
Fizz Menu with some lovely ﬁsh
dishes and we will be open all day
Easter Sunday and Monday.
We shall be celebrating St George’s
Day on Saturday 23rd April with a
day of celebrations, please look on
social media and our website for
details nearer the time.
Sunday 8th May is the date set for
the annual Plant & Seedling swap

and sale and this year we are pleased
to be able to hold the second hand
book sale too. Please bring along any
spare plants or seedlings before or on
the day. All proceeds go to charity
and there will be a raﬄe, delicious
cakes and refreshments. 11am-4pm.
The planning of the Jubilee
celebrations for the Parish are well
underway and likely detailed
elsewhere in the magazine.
Several people have asked that
something is also organised in
Laddingford so we will host a “Royal
Garden Party” celebration on Sunday
5th June – so hold that date in your
diary and further details will be given
in the next few weeks.
The pop-up cafe will be returning to
Laddingford in March with the date to
be conﬁrmed. There will also be the
Roarin 1920’s band and canapés
evening in the near future. The next
ladies evenings will be Monday
February 28th and Tuesday 29th
March.
We look forward to seeing you soon.
Charles & Tracey
SAVE THE DATE - 2nd July 2022
Food & Drink Festival in aid of
Laddingford School. 11am-4pm

Come and visit Tipis Restaurant at the wedding venue, The Gardens until
the 13th March 2022.
We are open every Thursday to Sunday 12pm until 10pm although you
do need to book a table to eat at the restaurant.
Drop in for coﬀee or a drink whilst the restaurant is open and look around
the spectacular 12 acres of beautiful gardens.
We will be closed all Summer whilst the wedding season is on, but we will
return later in the year for the Winter months.
Enjoy our locally sourced food in our heated Nordic tipi and stroll around
the beautiful gardens.
To book a table contact
www.tipisrestaurant.co.uk or call 01622 397961
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YALDING POST OFFICE
High Street,
Yalding, Kent,
ME18 6HS

01622 814327
Opening hours: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5.30pm
Early Closing: Wed 1pm & Sat 12.30pm
www.yaldingpostoﬃce.weebly.com
www.facebook.com/yaldingpostoﬃce

We have been planning to open up
the ex-sorting oﬃce room next door
as a stationery / card and gift shop,
but owing to circumstance beyond
our control these plans are currently
on hold for the moment.
However, we have revamped the
space we use presently and are
pleased to say that we have received
only compliments for our eﬀorts.
We don’t have much space to play
with, but we do try to make the best
use of it.

The Coronavirus emergency is
nearing its end. (We hope) Normal
service will be resumed.
There will be no requirement to wear
masks or socially distance in the Post
Oﬃce, but you can do so if you wish
and we will respect your decision.
MAIN SERVICES
• We oﬀer all main PO postal &
basic banking services, plus phone
and energy meter top-ups, ﬁshing
licences, Moneygram, Health Lottery
etc.,

You will have heard Cheryl, our long
serving postie for the village, is
leaving Royal Mail.
We have had a collection for her and
a little presentation at the George.
At time of writing we don’t know how
much we raised for her.
I will publish that ﬁgure next month.
We wish Cheryl the best of fortune in
whatever venture she decides to do
next.

• EU parcels need a correctly
completed customs label. All labels
must be clear and include the
senders' name and address
otherwise it won't leave the country
and will be returned to the sender.

News from the Post Oﬃce concerning
Post Oﬃce Card Account. (POCA).
This is of interest to those that
cannot, for any reason, have access to
a regular bank account.

• Foreign Currencies. We stock
Euros and US dollars and can order
other currencies, as you plan your
trip abroad.

The termination of POCA has been
delayed by a year and will now ﬁnally
take place in November 2022.
Dept of Work and Pensions (DWP)
will replace the card with a payment
voucher service which will be issued
either on a card, a text or email
attachment and will be operational by
August 2022.
A few customers now have the new
cards and the system appears to work
satisfactorily.

Page 8

If you are VAT registered and trading
under Etsy, EBay, Amazon etc., you
will be required to declare VAT on
your goods when mailing to the EU.

• The Post Oﬃce gift card is an
ideal gift for that person hard to buy
for. They can be used at pretty much
every major retailer in the UK and
online. See us for details.
SHOP & LOCAL PRODUCE
Croissants and other pastries
available on Fridays & Saturdays only.
Coxheath bakery items on sale every
day.
Orders taken.

March

Cold drinks, unique greetings cards by
local artists, Yalding honey, Joan’s
jams.
Bit Spicy curry mixes, hand-made
fabric items, stationery, Yalding mugs,
fresh eggs from local chickens,
Loddington Farm fruit juices &
Oakapple Farm fresh produce – all in
stock now.
New stamps sets this month are the
David Gentleman collection and the
FA Cup. Other Philately products in
stock or can be ordered on request.
POL have informed us that credit on
Travel Money Cards can be encashed
at all branches in UK currency.
Your Post Oﬃce oﬀers free cash
withdrawals with most debit cards,
pay bills, top up gas and electricity
cards and keys, pay in cheques and
cash to most banks using your debit
card.
And, of course…we sell stamps and
send parcels and letters all over the
world.
A list of nations that cannot accept
mail at this time is on the Royal Mail
website.
Many thanks for your wonderful
support for Kent’s Most Loved Post
Oﬃce….
Look us up on our Facebook page and
website.
Tim
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MARCH
3rd
5th
7th

8th
10th
14th
17th
24th
25th
27th

Things With Wings and it Ain't a Bird! Yalding Art Group, Riverside, Yalding
Quiz Night in aid of Yalding School - Village Hall, Lyngs Close
AGM & get together of The Garden Society at The Village Hall, Lyngs Close
Further information & enquries regarding joining the Garden Society, contact:
Lois 01622 814509 or Jane 01622 815569
WI meeting at the village hall, Lyngs Close
NO Yalding Art Group this week - sorry!
Little Fishes @ St.Peter & St.Paul's Church
Things With Wings and it IS a Bird! Yalding Art Group
Tools With A Mission Coﬀee Morning @ The Baptist Church
Birds. Yalding Art Group (Friday instead of Thursday)
Mothering Sunday All Age Worship Service @ St.Peter & St.Pauls Church

APRIL
1st
Hannah Sanders & Ben Savage Music Gig @ Hunton Village Hall

10am-12
7.30pm
8pm

7.30pm
10am
10am
10.30am
10am-12
9.45am breakfast
7.30pm

Friends of Yalding Surgery

QUIZ NIGHT
is back with quiz master Martyn on

Saturday 2nd April 2022 at 7pm for a prompt start at 7.30pm
Ticket Event only, so make sure you get your teams together early!
Teams of up to 8 people
please bring your own drink & glass
Tickets are £8 from Yalding Post Oﬃce or

email friendsyaldingsurgery@gmail.com
Includes Ploughmans Supper
10th
12th
23rd

Open Garden @ Parsonage Farmhouse & Parsonage Oasts (ME18 6HG) £6 & £4 child
WI meeting at the village hall, Lyngs Close
St.George's Day celebrations @ The Chequers

2-5pm
7.30pm
TBA

MAY
2nd

8th

Yalding Cricket Club AGM via zoom link from chairman richard.bolsin@gmail.com
7pm
If you are interested in playing, watching or just getting more involved in cricket in Yalding
please join this meeting. We would look forward to your involvement in the club.
Plant & seedling sale & swop & second hand book sale @ The Chequers, Laddingford
11am-4pm
For more details regarding these events,
please look throughout the magazine.
If you have an event you would like us to cover,
please send details to mag@yaldingchurches.co.uk

YALDING GARDEN SOCIETY AGM & SOCIAL EVENING
The YGS AGM will be held on Monday, 7th March 2022 at the Village Hall, Lyngs Close at 8pm. New members are
welcome - keen gardeners or beginners with a window box. The meeting will be followed by a social evening with drinks
and nibbles. It is an ideal opportunity to meet new and old friends - learn about the new schedules and join or renew
your membership (a very reasonable £5)
Advantages of membership include:
10% discount on plants at Brookside Garden Centre
Winter talks by experts
Visits to gardens in the SE England
Spring & Autumn ﬂower and produce shows
Summer picnic & local visits
Christmas party
For more information, please call Joy 01622 814509
Y & L Parish Magazine
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TIME TO GET WALKING AGAIN....
At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and
getting out to walk in the beautiful English Countryside again, but
where to ﬁnd new and interesting walks?
Walking in Kent has hundreds of walks to download and print,
FREE, it also has books of walks, details of all the walking groups
in the county and much more.
Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group all the
information is there in one place.
Look at www.walkinginengland.co.uk/kent for full information
on walks in your area.
There is so much walking information on the web but it can be
diﬃcult to ﬁnd.
Walking in Kent (part of the Walking in England website) has
brought it together in one place so whether you are walking from
home, or away on holiday, you will be able to ﬁnd a walk suitable
for you.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note
of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can ﬁnd a
walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk

100 CLUB
February Draw
1
2
3

Ann Spillman
Sally Wilson
Sue Williams

57
30
84

The next draw is on the 6th March 2022
Richard Young 07734 960706 or 01732 669782
email: richwyoung@aol.com

PET OF THE MONTH
MARLOW
Page 10

IS

March

Y & L Parish Magazine

Unique Home & Gardens is a new company that has just
moved into the area and we hope to be a great addition to
the trades already here.
We bring a wealth of knowledge in both interior projects
such as kitchens, bathrooms, media walls and all kinds of
reforms & exterior landscaping.
We also do garden design, projects from patios, decking,
pergolas & Tiki houses for the summer. As you might guess,
there are too many to list.
We have been working at this for over 25 years both here
and abroad. We hope to build a great clientele where we
can work together to make our clients' ideas and dreams
turn into reality.
Based in Yalding, we are never far away from you, so either
give us a call or take a look at our website at
www.uniquehomeandgardens.com or call us on
01622 439467 or 07944 309288

Y & L Parish Magazine
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YALDING LIBRARY
Adin Coates House
High Street
Yalding, Kent
ME18 6HU
OPENING TIMES
Sunday closed
Monday
1pm-5pm
Tuesday
9am-1pm
Wednesday
9am-12pm
Thursday
1pm-5pm
Friday
1pm-5pm
Saturday
Regular users of the library will know
we have ﬁnally found a replacement
for the lovely Julie. We would like to
introduce ourselves as your new
library ladies at Yalding,
Marion and Sheelagh.
We are both new to the library service
having been working in schools and a
nursery, but we are looking forward to
meeting you all and helping you
access all the library services.
A big thank you to all of you who have
already stopped by to say hello and
make us feel so welcome.
Please come and meet us if you have
been a stranger to the library as we
are now open for a few hours every
day.
New for the new year
There are many new books that have
been on order and will be ﬁlling our
shelves over the next few weeks. Look
out for new children’s books.
Some great new reads from your
favourite authors such as Cressida
Cowell and Jeﬀ Kinney as well new
adventures to explore.
Our younger readers will enjoy a fresh
selection of picture books too.
Story Time
We are pleased to say that Story
Rhyme time is back. Come along the
ﬁrst Monday of the month.

The Olive Grove by Eva Glynn
This read is set in the beautifully
scenic country of Croatia and will
transport you to warmer weather and
Island life.
The story of a woman who decides to
make changes to her life after a failed
relationship and a now grown-up
child needing her less.
This tells of how her life entwines
with the people she meets.
It is a fantastic description of the
places she stays, each of the
characters are beautifully described,
written with empathy and
compassion surrounding their
circumstances.

9am-1pm

Hayley Mills- Forever Young:
A memoir
Hayley takes a warm look back at a
bygone age of Hollywood.
She shares the realities of coming of
age in Post-War Britain through to the
glamour of 60’s stardom, but also of
bankruptcy and family crisis.
A great read for those who remember
and enjoyed her ﬁlms.
And for all the lovers of crime and
thrillers we have new selections from
Nicci French, Mark Billingham among
others.
We look forward to seeing you all to
borrow a book or two.
Marion & Sheelagh

Heart-warming reads are...
Page 12
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Laddingford Primary School News
JASPER,

Headteacher:
Mrs Gemma Hitch
Laddingford St Mary’s Primary
Darman Lane, Laddingford,
ME186BL
01622 871270
office@laddingford.kent.sch.uk
Find Us on Social Media
@LaddingfordCEP

THE

LADDINGFORD SCHOOL

Jasper is owned and cared for by
Headteacher Mrs Hitch.
He is considered to be the
Laddingford School Dog.
Jasper is a black working Labrador and
was born on the 2nd May 2016 into a
mixed litter of black and yellow labradors.
He is very gentle, exceptionally friendly
and sometimes a little bit 'cheeky'.
What is the purpose of a dog?
Dogs teach children responsibility:

DOG

Having to remember to feed, provide
water and walk a dog can give a child a
sense of importance and satisfaction they
can't get from school and other chores.
Dogs teach children patience:
Dogs don't always do as they are told ﬁrst
time!
Lastly - Dogs are fun and Jasper is a very
bit hit with all the pupils at Laddingford.
He never judges and he is a great listener.
www.laddingford.kent.sch.uk

Yalding Primary School News
Yalding St. Peter & St.Paul
Church of England Primary
School

Headteacher:
Mrs Sarah Friend
Yalding St Peter and St Paul
CEP School,
Vicarage Road, Yalding,
ME18 6DP
01622 814298
office@yalding.kent.sch.uk
Find Us on Facebook

Y & L Parish Magazine

Music is an important part of the
curriculum and creative side of school
life at Yalding.
In addition to singing and performing
in Worship and Church Services, every
class has weekly music lessons with
our specialist teacher Mrs. Hein.
Every child in their school career will
have the opportunity to learn the
basics on ocarinas, recorders, ukelules
and djumbe drums.

March

There are also opportunities to
participate in other musical activities:
these include the choir, individual
instrument tuition, attending musical
productions, listening to visiting
musicians and participating in musical
workshops.
Our choir rehearsals after school on
Wednesdays is open to all children
(years 4-6) regardless of their musical
ability.
www.yalding.kent.sch.uk
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COUNTRY LIVING
Each month our Parish Magazine pops through our letter
box and it contains news and events that are relevant to
residents living in the Yalding & Laddingford areas.
Some of you might also subscribe to the popular magazine
Country Living (March 2022 issue) that has a much wider
audience, seen by tens of thousands of readers all over the
UK in fact and maybe some abroad.
I am one of those lucky people who receive such a
publication.
Each month I may read an article about a person or family
and be inspired by their story.
This month there is a six page article all about a family who
lives right here in our midst - Parsonage Oast.
Parsonage Oast sits on the river bank in Yalding, tucked
away down a private lane.

Walkers on the opposite side of the river are aﬀorded the
best view of this Kentish four cowl square Oast house.
Edward & Jennifer Raikes are the custodians of the Oast
and it’s grounds, and every year they open the garden to
the public.
In doing so they have raised many hundreds of pounds
over the years for worthy charities.
You may have seen the yellow National Gardens Scheme
sign, but maybe not had the time to arrange a visit.
If you do have the time, a visit to this garden is a joy to
behold.
The gardens are open by appointment, March to October
through the National Gardens Scheme.
See www.ngs.org.uk for details.
Pauline Harper

GORGEOUS GARDENS - SAVE THE DATE
The gardens of Parsonage Farmhouse and Parsonage Oasts (ME18 6HG) will be open in aid of St.Peter & St.Paul Church,
Yalding on Sunday, 10th April 2022 from 2pm-5pm. Come and enjoy a cream tea. Easter Egg hunt for under 10s. Dogs
on a lead please. Unfenced riverbank and pond plus bee hives. £6 per adult - £4 for children under 10 years old.

FRIENDS

OF

LADDINGFORD SCHOOL

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
As I write this we are hurtling towards half term at a rate of knots.
Christmas seems a lifetime ago.
The Friends of Laddingford School would like to thank EVERY one of you who supported us over the festive season.
Despite our Christmas fair being cancelled at the last minute, we were still able to raise a signiﬁcant amount that will
make a HUGE impact on the children at Laddingford St Mary’s primary.
Once again the sale of our amazing Christmas trees, our Laddingford Teddy Calendars, our Christmas Raﬄe and Auction,
our after school chocolate and Teddy Sales manned by our inimitable FLS’ers were all a big hit!
Special thanks go to Charles and Tracey at The Chequers Inn and June and Tim of our beloved Post Oﬃce for selling the
calendars and raﬄe tickets.
Spring has almost sprung and it is time to think to the future.
We are currently planning our Mother’s day breakfast and afternoon tea and have other eggciting and eggcellent ideas for
Easter activities, so watch this space or like our Facebook page @Laddingfordfriends for updates, and once again thank
you, as always, for your support.
Friends of Laddingford School.
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YALDING ART GROUP
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/YALDINGARTGROUP

Charley Harper style bird designs from Daphne, Tracey and Maggie. Fabulous! We all enjoyed the unique way of
capturing the image from this artist. To see more work by us of this artist, take a look at our photo albums on our
facebook page. If you feel inspired, have a go and post your own - we'd love to see your work.

We were all fearful of the next artist! William Morris is a
well known Victorian artist whose work can still be seen in
his wallpaper and fabric designs. The fear was due to the
fact that all his work is so detailed and beautiful, so we
were all worried that we wouldn't do his work justice. But
take a look at these images - we met the challenge full on
and what lovely work we produced!
We're modest too!

If you would like to join Yalding Art Group, we meet most
Thursday mornings 10am-12 with a break for refreshments
and a chat. The subject changes every two weeks, but you
can re-visit previous subjects if you like.
All sessions are £3 - we have lots of paper and paint, so
why not give it a try.
Contact me on chapman.june59@gmail.com

Next month - linocuts. See how we did with this challenging medium....
Y & L Parish Magazine
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YALDING CRICKET CLUB
Quiz Night & Auction

Women & Girls’ Cricket

We will be holding a fund-raising event in late April to raise
money for the club.
At the time of writing, we still don’t know whether this will
be at the village hall or online: we are dependent on
government guidance.
But please see next month’s magazine for conﬁrmation of
arrangements.
We will also post updates on the Yalding Post Oﬃce
Facebook page, and put posters around the village.
In the meantime, if you have anything you would like to
donate for the auction, please let us know.
Donations can include anything from possessions to
services: it could be a week at your holiday home (I wish!),
golf lessons, or an afternoon’s gardening.
Or a new car. Please!
Prizes we already have pledged include river trips, a family
portrait by one of the country’s leading photographers,
and a gourmet meal cooked at your home.
There will be many more prizes to come.
You can also make donations at
GoFundMe gofundme.com/f/yaldingcc

We are keen to focus more on
encouraging women and girls’
cricket in the village. We have
expressions of interest from
several players, and would
initially like to arrange a couple
of friendly matches if we can
get enough players.
Girls are also very welcome at any practice! In the junior
leagues, girls are able to play for one year longer than their
boy counterparts – so can still be playing at U11s in Year 7
when the boys are in year 6, for example. Many of the age
group teams in our league have female players, and we
would love to include more in our teams.
If you are interested, or even just curious, please contact
Lynne Balderstone on lynnebalderstone@hotmail.com
Other plans for this season
Alongside the senior Saturday team, we are planning to
have a ‘development’ team to play on Sundays. This will be
made up of a mix of last years’ U15s and some more senior
players. Please email Nick Thomson if you or a family
member would like to play – nalthomsom@gmail.com
We are also looking for younger players. We will continue
our joint team for U13s with Capel, and we have entered a
Yalding U11s team for the league this year. Players who are
aged 8 and over, up to and including those in Year 6 are
eligible. Please contact martin.tripp.cricket@gmail.com if
you would like to know more.
AGM
As you will see in the Community Diary, our AGM will be
held on 2nd March at 7pm via Zoom. Everyone is welcome.
Please email richard.bolsin@gmail.com to ﬁnd out more.

Winter Nets
We have had fantastic sessions at Putlands leisure centre in
Paddock Wood over the last few weeks; indoor nets ﬁnish
on 12th March, after which we hope to be able to use the
permanent net at the Kintons.
Anyone can come along to Putlands: it is pay-as-you play,
£4 per week to cover hall hire, with seniors from 11am and
juniors (over 8) from 12pm.
If you are interested, please let us know, or simply turn up
on the day.

1950S FASHION
The Queen came to the throne 70 years ago this year.
That was in 1952 and as we are all celebrating in June, I
have been thinking about what to wear to mark the
occasion.
Here are two images for ladies' fashions from that time,
so hopefully it will give you an idea as to what to wear
for the street party in Yalding on Friday, 3rd June and
also the Queen's Garden Party in Laddingford on
Sunday, 5th June. I personally will be going for the full
dress with petticoat underneath, highlighted with a hat,
gloves and handbag. I'm hoping the weather won't be
too hot wearing that, but I aim to honour the occasion.
Tim will be wearing a suit with a 50's car motif bow tie.
Men wore suits then and they are even hotter! I hope
you will ﬁnd a little inspiration from these pictures and
I'll see you there!
The Editor
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LADDINGFORD & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION (LDBKA)

Are you interested in becoming a
beekeeper?
If so, Laddingford Beekeepers will be holding a beginners
beekeeping course at their apiary in Yalding, Kent,
commencing on the 5th April 2022.
The course will consist of two sessions per week for three
weeks on a
Tuesday and Thursday evening from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
We will go through the basics of what you will need to do
as a beekeeper, your role and responsibilities.

Understanding about bees and their life cycle and roles
within a hive, what equipment you will need and much
more.
You will also receive a beekeeping book to keep.
The cost is £90 per person
For more information,
please contact Marilyn Taylor, Chair of LDBKA by email to
chair@laddingfordbeekeepers.co.uk
or have a look at our website
www.laddingfordbeekeepers.co.uk

TESTON & WATERINGBURY PRESCHOOL
Our focus for Term 4 is based around the book ‘There is
no dragon in this story’ by Lou Carter and Deborah
Allwright.
It’s about a poor old dragon.
Nobody wants him in their story.
Not Goldilocks, not Hansel and Gretel – no one.
But dragon will not give up!
He will continue on his course of ﬁnding someone who
wants him in their story.
This is a glorious story which promotes diversity and
teaches children to be inclusive.
As part of our theme the children will be making a
gingerbread sweetie house for Hansel and Gretel, making
Y & L Parish Magazine

paper ﬂowers for grandma and
growing a beanstalk for Jack!
The children will also be dressing
up as their favourite book character to celebrate World
book day on 3rd March and of course we will be getting
messy with pancake day on the 1st.
In our craft corner the children will be making a special gift
for Mother’s Day, celebrated on 27th March and we are
looking forward to the Easter bunny visiting our garden
during the last week of term.
If you are interested in joining our pre-school, please
contact Tina Driver on 07805 796353 or email
tandwngroup@gmail.com
March
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Maidstone 01622 962646
Staplehurst 01580 891079
Mobile
07986 843903

Y & L Parish Magazine
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Explore the Magic of Glass
Connect through Creativity

Glass Art & Craft Workshops
Right here, in Laddingford!

07976 165294

GlassAlisa.co.uk

Also available:

Gift Vouchers

Home Craft Kits

Unique Gifts

“Simply the Best”
The Old Forge Cattery
Luxury boarding cattery
in Laddingford
Contact Sandy King
on 01622 871330
Email: Cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk
Website: www.theoldforgecattery.co.uk

G.H DECORATORS AND BUILDERS
for all your Property Maintenance needs

Professional Painters & Builders since 1989
covering the South East & Kent

Tel: 01622 813947 / 07539 216932
Email: ghdecorators@hotmail.com

Page 20
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The Bush, Blackbird & Thrush
Quality range of Shepherd Neame cask ales
from our gravity-fed cellar system

DessoMech Bike Repairs
A common sense and affordable approach to
bike servicing and repairs
Professionally qualified and insured
Doorstep collection and delivery

07598 225195
dessomech@icloud.com

www.DessoMech.com

Warm open ﬁres in winter, and
a pleasant country garden in summer
Enjoy our wholesome, local, country pub fare
You will not leave here hungry!
Telephone: 01622 871349
Bush Road, East Peckham TN12 5LN

YALDING VILLAGE CLUB
Mon-Fri 1pm - 11pm

Sat-Sun 12noon - 11pm

Food

Live Music

Pool

Bar

Dancing

Snooker

Call Peter 01622 814123

Venue for your Weddings, Parties, Wakes etc
Outside bars by arrangement

Y & L Parish Magazine
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Phillips & Painter Ltd
All aspects of Brickwork & General Building
Small works to New Builds
Established in 1983
GARY or
JOHN
Call 07876 243198 or 07799 691449
01622 813387
phillipsandpainterltd@googlemail.com

Steeped in history,
our pub was built in 1492
Originally a Yeoman’s house
it became a pub in the 19th century.
Now a traditional pub, log ﬁres & oak beams
Cask ales, delicious wines
and over 40 gins.
Friendly & eﬃcient service.

Open for wholesome lunches &
suppers
Traditional and modern fayre.

For free estimates contact Sam

01622 814266
WalnutTreePubYalding.co.uk
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Mob: 07984 628 903
Email: samjr75@btinternet.com
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TRADITIONAL AWARD WINNING
VILLAGE INN
Good Quality Value for Money Menu
Real Ales, Selection of Wines

During COVID restrictions we offer
Our Take Away Menu &
Delicious Takeaway Afternoon Teas
Delivery may be possible in the Parish
for vulnerable or self isolating customers
Updates online and
at Facebook.com/chequersladdingford

D.K. Plastering
Plastering Contractor
All Work Carried Out
at reasonable prices
Call David on Mobile
07974 891 795
Page 24
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OFSTED Approved Childminder

Atmosclear Building Services Ltd

20 years experience

Forstal Business Park, Paddock Wood TN12 6PY

has vacancies for children from 3 months upwards
in a comfortable family setting in Yalding

We supply, install and maintain
Heating, Ventilation, Refrigeration and
Air-Conditioning systems

Call Angela on 01622 814488
or email Wyatt-g@sky.com

sales@Atmosclear.biz
www.Atmosclear.biz

01622 816 820

Y & L Parish Magazine
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Maria's HOP PICKERS REST
Home cooked food at its Best!

Takeaway? – 07526 148947
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C Ladbrooke Local Qualified Electrician
All types of Electrical work undertaken
Free Estimates
24 Hour Call Out
Fully Insured

Call Chris on 07860 181406

Y & L Parish Magazine
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Your local fully insured cat sitter
www.purfect-paws.com
purfectpawskent@gmail.com
Call Samantha… 07532 187123
Page 28
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JLP PERFORMING ARTS
BALLET ~ MODERN ~ TAP

www.jlpperformingarts.com
jlpperformingarts@gmail.com
07872 581 753
AT: The BAPTIST CHURCH
& YALDING VILLAGE HALL

J L Buttigieg Tree Services
Tree Surgery
Landscaping
Fencing
Yalding based

Hedge Cutting
Grass Cutting
and more,
Fully qualified and Insured

Free No Obligation quotes

Year round Callout

Call Josh on 07718 592354
jlbtreeservices@gmail.com

THIS
PLACE

Derek Older

SPACE IS AVAILABLE

Experienced Local
Plasterer
07944 951851
Walls, Ceiling, Gyproc, Coving

YOUR SMALL AD HERE

DEADLINE
FOR COPY &
ADVERTISING
10th of every month
Editor: June Chapman

mag@yalding
churches.co.uk
Advertising:
Lara Franklin
ylpm.advertising
@gmail.com
Y & L Parish Magazine
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BODY CONTROL

PILATES

Julia F. Russell
Body Control Pilates Instructor
01622 813350 - julia_russell21@yahoo.co.uk
I'm delighted to announce a new

Pilates Classical Mat class
starting September 2021 at the Baptist Hall
Mondays 9.45 – 11.00am. New clients are warmly welcome
My Weekly Zoom classes continue every
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning

Yalding Village Hall

All functions and Activities can be booked.
Kitchen available
Contact booking oﬃcer by email SueGerrish@gmail.com
(preferred), or phone 01622 814163

SCAFFOLDING
MT Scaﬀolding Services

Please call Mark for a free quotation on
01892 825848 / 07770 947888
Local professional business, with old fashioned core values
Very competitive pricing providing a reliable service
Fully qualiﬁed and insured with over 30 years' experience
Residential & Commercial Premises
Page 30
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IKD Kitchens and Bedrooms
Design – Manufacture – Installation
Local showroom:
6 Woodfalls Industrial Estate
Laddingford, ME18 6DA

Telephone: 01622 871190
Mobile: 07932 797576

Email: info@ikd-int.co.uk
Website: www.ikd-int.co.uk

Pre-School based in Teston Village Hall

Open from 09.00am – 2.30pm Monday to Friday
Optional early morning drop oﬀs at 08.30am

Quality pre-school care and education since 1966
Ages 2 years to School age.
15 hours free entitlement for 3 & 4 year olds
Approved provider of the ‘Free for 2’ funding scheme
Extended 30 hour entitlement available

Dragon Property Maintenance Services
Your local handyman based in
Yalding

All fully qualiﬁed staﬀ
Activities tailored to each child ensured my child was
ready for school in a way I could not have done myself
(Mum of a 4 year old)

Experts in all aspects of Garden and
Property Maintenance

Enquiries to: Tina Driver – 07805 796353
or email – tandwngroup@gmail.com

See our website for details or call

01622 814854 / 07779 575663

www.testonandwateringburypreschool.co.uk
Y & L Parish Magazine

www.dragonpmservices.co.uk
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YALDING YOUTH CENTRE, VICARAGE Rd
Available for hire and ideal for children's parties
Two halls; main hall can take bouncy castle
Good kitchen facilities. Outside play area. Parking
Call Martin & Gail Johnson for details and bookings

01622 815498

PIANO LESSONS
For Children & Adults - Beginners to Grade 8

MARJORIE AYLING BA Hons., FTCL, ARCM.
T: 01892 835702

E: MarjorieAyling@outlook.com

A n i t a ’s A l t e r a t i o n s
Breathe new life into your wardrobe
From taking up a hem to re-shaping a jacket
Swift and professional service

Call Anita on 01622 813460 or 07956 647614

Yalding Parent, Baby & Toddler Group
Weekly informal get together for all pre-school ages and their carers

Term time Wednesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Yalding Baptist Church
Just pop in and ask for Joanna, Katie or Sarah

e: YaldingTodderGroup@gmail.com for more info
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HANNAH & BEN'S GIG - FRIDAY, 1ST APRIL 2022
Hannah Sanders & Ben Savage –
Hunton Village Hall on Friday April 1st 2022.
Doors 7.30pm, Music 8pm.
Since emerging in 2016, Hannah Sanders and Ben Savage
have been defying all conventions of style, genre and
compartmentalisation. This seemingly unlikely duo have
recorded two studio albums, Before the Sun (2016) and
Awake (2018), produced by award-winning producer David
Travers-Smith in Toronto, both praised for the crafting and
skill of their musical writing and arranging.
They have toured the UK, North America and mainland
Europe, enrapturing audiences at shows and on festival
stages alongside Americana and folk luminaries such as
Sarah Jarosz, Martin Simpson, Seth Lakeman and Oh
Susanna.
One of their early gigs together was at Hunton Village Hall
in May 2016.

Wellbeing on your mind…
This February the year of the Tiger started.
It is one of the most loved animal signs in the Chinese
zodiac as it stands for conﬁdence and fortune.
Is this then a great time to start putting into eﬀect the
lifestyle changes you were thinking of?
My name is Yelly and I recently opened
The Yalding Shiatsu room.
“What is Shiatsu?” I can hear you asking.
Shiatsu is a physical therapy that supports and strengthens
the body’s ability to balance itself.
It has roots in Chinese philosophies and medicine but the
therapy itself was developed in Japan.
We work along Meridian lines and acupuncture is its
cousin but, we don’t use needles!
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We were so taken with them that we’ve been to see them
about ten times since at festivals and venues in Kent, but
also as far aﬁeld as Yorkshire & Shropshire, so we were
delighted when they asked to come back to our lovely
venue for their third CD release tour this Spring.
Beneﬁtting from the wonderful acoustics of our openceiling 100 year old Hall, it would be lovely to ﬁll the space
with as large an audience as we can, but still in a café-style
seating.
You can listen to their music, often sung round a single
microphone picking up their voices and instruments, by
clicking to www.hannahbenmusic.com For more videos search for them on YouTube.
Tickets are available through the WeGotTickets link on
their website at £12 + Booking Fee, or places can be
reserved/paid at £25 a pair via MikeS on 07779-367412
from mid-March.

Shiatsu literally means ﬁnger pressure.
Shiatsu touch usually involves gentle pressure applied by
thumbs, palms, rotations, movement and stretches.
It works with you in a non-invasive way.
It’s great for stress, pain relief and improves agility, all
done while you are laying on a futon or sitting on a
treatment chair while dressed.
The aim of Shiatsu is to produce a deep self-awareness in
which your body and mind ﬁnd balance, strength and
conﬁdence.
To try Shiatsu or ﬁnd out more give me a call on
0794 111 7767 or visit my website
Yelly@The Yalding Shiatsu Room
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VILLAGE CONTACTS
CHURCH CONTACTS

PARISH COUNCIL

Vicar - Father Paul Kish..................................01622 814182
Vicar@YaldingChurches.co.uk
Churchwardens...............................Please contact the Vicar
PCC Treasurer ...............................................01622 817919
treasurer@yaldingchurches.co.uk
Joint Parish Giving Oﬃcers
Joy & Jonathan Virden ..................................01622 814509

Chair: Geraldine Brown..................................01622 814222
chairman@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk: Angela Gent.........................................01622 814134
clerk@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk

Junior Church
Rachel Curley.................................................01622 814159
Bellringers
Richard Young................................................01732 669782
Choir
Daniel Sharman.............................................01892 723884
RC Church of St.Francis..................................01622 756217
Yalding Baptist Church
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
Carol Featherstone........................................01622 812838
Little Fishes
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk
Churchyard Working Party ("The Vandals")
Paul Mahoney................................................01622 814369
Yalding Church Preservation Society
Peter Chapman..............................................07973 839266

EDUCATION
Yalding School Head
Mrs Sarah Friend ...........................................01622 814298
PTA: Emma Peskett
chair@YaldingPTA.co.uk
Laddingford School Head
Mrs Gemma Hitch..........................................01622 871270
Yalding Library ...............................................01622 817735
Yalding Pre-School.........................................01622 814024
admin@yaldingpreschool.co.uk
Yalding Parent & Toddler Playgroup
Joanna Geary ................................................01622 964468

HELPING HANDS
Volunteer transport for medical appointments
Jenny G 01622 817439 Jane........................01622 814002
Jenny S 01892 459041 Barbara ...................01622 814038
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GOVT & LOCAL COUNCIL REPS
MP: Helen.Grant.mp@parliament.gov.uk
KCC: Simon.Webb@kent.gov.uk
Cllr: David Burton...........................................07590 229910
Cllr: Annabelle Blackmore..............................01622 833299
Cllr: Claudine Russell.....claudinerussell@maidstone.gov.uk

DOCTOR (NHS 111 non-emergency)
Burgess Bank Surgery ....................................01622 814380
Friends of Yalding Surgery
Elaine Andrews..............................................01622 816951
PPG - James Guillum Scott.............................01892 730308

POLICE
Emergency....................................................999
Maidstone Rural............................................101
RSPCA Cruelty Line........................................0300 1234 999

VILLAGE HALLS
Yalding V. Hall Bookings.................................01622 814163
Yalding Post Oﬃce.........................................01622 814327
Youth & Community Centre ..........................01622 815498
Laddingford Church Hall bookings ................01622 873450
Yalding Church Rooms (Clare)........................01622 814027

CLUBS & ASSOCIATIONS
Allotments: Susanna Barnwell.......................01622 813309
Art Group: June Chapman.............................01622 817324
Bee Keepers: Chris Morris.............................07855 464667
Cricket Club: Martin Tripp..............................07961 100389
Football Club: Steve Faulkner ........................01892 263907
Garden Society: Joy Virden ...........................01622 814509
Relative Minors: H.Haddesley .......................01622 749284
Riﬂe Range: Dave Woodger ...........................01732 843813
Table Tennis: Peter Camrass...........................01622 720985
Villlage Voices: Karen di Marco......................01622 745298

SCOUTS
Beavers (6-8), Cubs (8-10.5), Scouts (10.5-14)
Sandra Grace.................................................01622 200555
Explorer Scouts (14-18)
Eleanor Mead................................................07539 890093
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