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EDITOR'S NOTES
I've had lots of phone calls and emails regarding last 

month's front cover photograph.  It is really lovely to 

have so much interest in the history of Yalding and the 

part Moncktons played in it. 

I too am fascinated with the photograph and history so 

I spent an hour with Tony Monckton who at 91 years 

old told me such interes7ng stories of the 7me his Dad 

and Uncle started the company and the history of how 

they transported hops locally and further afield to 

London for many years as well as other goods.  

Also, on his living room wall is the photograph and the 

date it was taken.  Ques7on solved and you can learn 

more on page       xxx 

And I have to say, Tony does not look 91 years old at all 

‐ he must tell me the secret of looking so young. 

I have tried to put all the informa7on together with 

more photographs plus snippets from other sources 

which I hope makes interes7ng reading. 

It is November and we all reflect on the sacrifice of the 

few for the many.  I will be reflec7ng on the conflicts 

which have gone before and are s7ll ongoing by taking 

a few minutes on the 11th.  I'm sure you will join me.

The big event of the year needs your help.  Yes, our 

lovely Yule7de Market is back a'er a two year absence 

from the High Street.  It takes a lot of organising, but it 

is the highlight of the Christmas period.  So, if you can 

spare some 7me to help, please do ‐ you will enjoy 

yourselves I promise.  

This month's photograph is of a pain7ng by equine ar7st 
Cheryl Johnson honouring the memory of horses of war.  
Although we remember our war dead on the 11th day of the 
11th month when the First World War was declared over, the 
purple poppy is worn in remembrance of all animals caught up 
in war.  
The most decorated animal earning the most Dicken medals 
from the RSPCA is the humble pigeon.  Pigeons o'en get a bad 
press but they are an amazing bird.  They were used 
extensively during WW1 carrying vital messages from the 
front.  Homing pigeons flew miles to get home, o'en seriously 
injured.  
Horses were used in WW1 which is also known as a 
transi7onal war due to the development from horse ar7llery 
to tanks, shells and heavy bombardment.  Before this 7me, 
horses had an advantage of being very maneouvreable, fast 
and a rider has a dis7nct advantage over a man on the 
ground.  
Many, many horses were killed during WW1 and thousands 
were le' in France as it was too expensive to ship them back 
to the UK.  
Their story was brought to the public by Michael Morpurgo 
with his story War Horse.  Although fic7on, it hits home how 
terrifying war is both to humans and animals.  
We will remember and say a prayer on the 11th November. 

DEADLINE FOR COPY & 
ADVERTISING

 10th of every month
Editor:    June Chapman

mag@yaldingchurches.co.uk

Adver7sing:    Lara Franklin

ylpm.advertising@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE PARISH

St Peter and St Paul, Yalding
7th Nov 6pm Benefice Memorial Service

11th Nov 10.50pm Memorial Service @ The War Memorial

14th Nov 9.30 Remembrance Sunday Communion Service

Sundays 9.30 Holy Communion

4th Sunday 10.00 All Age worship

Mondays 13.45 Li8le Fishes (monthly on 2nd Monday)  in church

19.00 Prayer Group (weekly in person) at Cob End. 

You are more than welcome to join us

If you would like us to pray for you, please ring 01622 813995 

or email annetelfer7@gmail.com

Wednesdays 10.00 Holy Communion, Lady chapel  (Tradi7onal)

If you would like to receive Father Paul's weekly email to the congrega)on, 

please let him know by emailing   vicar@yaldingchurches.co.uk

 

St Mary's, Laddingford
4th Sunday 9.00 Holy Communion

St Margaret's, Collier Street
Sundays 11.00  Holy Communion

Catholic Mass at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Ne8lestead
Sundays 9.30  All welcome

Contact: Fr Alastair Ferguson

01892 838220 ∙  07887 925356   alastair.ferguson153@gmail.com

Yalding Bap7st Church Sunday Worship Services with Junior Church
at 10.30   Zoom ID 857 4184 1757 ALL WELCOME

7th November Visi7ng speaker Jonathan Gooch

14th November 11am at the War Memorial followed by 11.30am Communion Service (no Jnr Church)

21st November 10.30 Special Focus on climate change in the developing world at our All Age Service:  

28th November Kitchen Crew (age 11+)

Home Group Fortnightly Wednesdays at 8.15pm  Please contact for venue

You can listen to our sermons on our YouTube channel   

Contact: James & Rachel Bushnell  01622 817337, rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk

yaldingbap7stchurch.my‐free.website       www.facebook.com/yaldingbap7stchurch

 
The 100 Club 
October Draw

1 Jonathan Virden 17
2 Mar7n Roberts 11
3 Andrew Bullen 58

The next draw is on the 7th November 2021

Richard Young 07734 960706 or 01732 669782
email:  richwyoung@aol.com
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 PARISH LETTER

Christ is King

As this edi7on of the parish magazine is published, we are approaching the last Sunday of the Chris7an year, celebrated as 

the fes7val of Christ the King on 21st November.  While I certainly wouldn’t hold myself up as a king in any sense, recently 

taking over increased responsibili7es at work has led me to reflect on the nature of leadership.  

As a na7on, we have an oddly polarised rela7onship with our leaders.  Some7mes we put them on a pedestal, and 

some7mes they move from heroes to villains very quickly. We find it difficult to remember that most of the 7me they are 

normal people dealing with their own challenges, just like us, simply trying to get on with their lives. 

People’s perspec7ves on the monarchy are polarised too, with people holding different views on the extent to which a 

cons7tu7onal monarch should con7nue to be Head of State; and, indeed, Head of the Church of England.

O'en, we focus on the wealth, power and pageantry that comes with leadership and kingship. We would do well to 

remember too that leadership brings with it grave burdens of responsibility. At this 7me of year, on Remembrance Sunday 

we remember the sacrifices of members of the armed forces.  While we remember those who have suffered and died to 

protect our freedom, I imagine those involved in decisions to send people to war, and to withdraw from conflict, also 

reflect on the cost of their decisions.  For all really significant leadership decisions are ambiguous, and come with a cost.

Perhaps this indicates that true leadership has to be rela7onal; leadership is at its heart about the rela7onship between 

leaders and led, government and ci7zens, kings and subjects.  Perhaps it is the nature of this rela7onship that defines the 

quality of leadership.

While kingship can be authoritarian, Jesus was a different kind of leader.  The fes7val of Christ the King celebrates Jesus’ 

model of kingship, where a just and gentle approach to ruling is a contrast to what we o'en see in the world.  Christ 

shows us a different model of leadership – one that focuses on service to others, compassionate ac7on and care for his 

people. Jesus came to serve, not to be served (Ma8hew 20:28). Jesus doesn't force us to follow him; instead he calls us, 

and we are to respond.  

While we consider the rewards and burdens of leadership, we can lose sight of the purpose that leaders should seek to 

achieve.  The sacrifices commemorated on Remembrance Sunday are mirrored by the Son of God offering up his life for 

the sins of the world, to achieve the objec7ve of his leadership on earth; to grant to the greatest measure of freedom that 

anyone could ever know, salva7on from sin.

As he gave his life for us, he asks us to give of our lives for others and for his sake.  When we help other people, we help 

Jesus.  When we visit people who are ill we visit him.  When we feed the hungry and comfort the lonely, when we share 

other people's troubles and listen to people who are afraid, we are doing it with Jesus.  In doing these acts we are 

glorifying Jesus's idea of kingship and service, and glorifying his name. In this way we are ac7ng as ci7zens of God's 

kingdom, and Jesus is our king.

“Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came 

into the world, to tes fy to the truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice’” (John 18:37)

Jus)n Elks

Licensed Lay Minister
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YALDING POST OFFICE
High Street, Yalding

Kent, ME18 6HS

01622 814327

Opening hours: 09.00 ‐ 13.00; 14.00 ‐ 17.30

Early Closing Wednesday & Saturday
www.yaldingpostoffice.weebly.com  

The old £50 and £20 notes are now classified as 

“outmoded”.  They can no longer be used in shops, but can 

s7ll be deposited into bank accounts for a further 20 years. 

Post Office Card Account. (POCA) This interests those that 

don't have access to a regular bank account. The end of 

POCA will now be the end of November 2022.  

Dept of Work and Pensions (DWP) will replace the card 

with a payment voucher service, issued either on a card, a 

text or an email a8achment, and will be opera7onal by 

August 2022. I will publish more details as appropriate.

Tim’s Regular Reminders
● Please observe Covid rules s2ll in force for your own 

safety – and mine too! One person or domes7c bubble 

in the shop at any one 7me. Masks are discre7onary.

● We offer all main PO postal & basic banking services: 

Free cash withdrawals on most debit cards; pay bills; top 

up phones, energy meters & keys; buy fishing licences, 

Moneygram, Health Lo8ery etc.

● Interna2onal parcels (includes EU) must have a correctly 

completed customs label, with the SENDER's ADDRESS.

If you are VAT registered and trading under Etsy, EBay, 

Amazon etc you must declare the VAT on your goods 

when mailing to the EU.

● Foreign Currencies. We stock Euros and US $, and can 

order other currencies, as you plan your trip abroad.

Credit on Travel Money cards is refundable in UK £s.

● The Post Office Gi# Card is an ideal gi' for that person 

hard to buy for. They can be used at pre8y much every 

major retailer in the UK and online.   See us for details. 

 

Shop and local produce
Croissants and other pastries available on Fridays & 

Saturdays only.   Coxheath bakery items on sale every day.  

Orders taken.

Cold drinks, unique gree7ngs cards by local ar7sts, 

Melanie’s ceramics, Yalding honey, Joan’s jams.  Bit Spicy 

curry mixes, hand‐made fabric items, sta7onery, Yalding 

mugs, fresh eggs from local chickens, Loddington Farm 

fruit juices & Oakapple Farm fresh produce – all in stock 

now.

New stamps sets this month are the DC Collectables 

(Batman) and Rugby Union  collec7ons.  

Africa Wed 8
Asia Wed 8
Australia Mon 6
Austria Wed 15
Belgium Sat 18
Canada Sat 11
Caribbean Wed 1
Cntrl America Wed 8
Cyprus Sat 10
Czech Rep Mon 13
Denmark Thu 16
E Europe Sat 11
Far East Wed 8
Finland Mon 13
France Sat 18
Germany Thu 16
Greece Sat 11
Iceland Thu 16

Ireland Thu 16
Italy Mon 13
Luxembourg Sat 18
Malta Fri 10
Middle East Wed 8
N. Zealand Mon 6
Netherlands Thu 16
Norway Thu 16
Poland Mon 13
Portugal Thu 16
S America Wed 8
Slovakia Thu 16
Spain Thu 16
Sweden Mon 13
Switzerland Thu 16
Turkey Sat 11
USA Mon 13

INTERNATIONAL POSTING DATES

Saturday 18th December
2nd Class & 2nd Class Signed For

Tuesday 21st December
1st Class & 1st Class Signed For

Thursday 23rd December
Special Delivery (Guaranteed)

CHRISTMAS 2021 
UK LAST POSTING DATES 
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THE CHEQUERS INN

THE STREET

LADDINGFORD

KENT

ME18 6BP

01622 871266

It was great to be able to hold the Fun Flower & Veg show 

this year.  It is one of our favourite events of the year and 

there was a really great turn‐out of entries, thank you to 

everyone who put in exhibits and supported the day.  

There were a lot of lovely entries in the cra' class, the 

judges found it a very difficult task to judge.  

Congratula7ons to the winner Bella Kisch for her lovely 

quilt.  This was made up of the shirts she wore while 

represen7ng Great Britain in na7onal polo cross 

compe77ons, what a lovely way of keeping these as a 

momento of her achievements.  

The baking and cooking classes had some very, very tasty 

exhibits and the cakes baked by children were awesome.  

Overall winner and Best In Show was awarded to Dave 

Law for his delicious Foccacia Bread which was lovely.  

The design class was very good fun‐this year’s challenge 

was to make a trolley that could carry 2 half pints of beer 

over a track of humps and bumps – there were 9 great 

designs‐some more successful than others!! Well done to 

Andrew Duffy who completed the course and spilt the 

least beer – check out a couple of videos on our facebook 

page.  Full details of all the winners are below and £275 

was raised for Laddingford Primary School, thank you.

As the winter nights have drawn in we’re now in to our 

Autumn and Winter events and are offering our winter 

menu with warming stews and pies and suet puddings.  

With Christmas approaching the Switching on of the 

Laddingford Lights 5pm and Laddingford School 

Christmas Fayre 3pm will be held on Saturday 20th 

November.  Come along and support the Fayre, sing a few 

carols and Light Up Laddingford.  

The Christmas Ladies evening will be held on Monday 

15th November.  An ideal opportunity to get a few 

Christmas gi's, enjoy Charles’ canapés and mulled wine 

and catch up with friends before the fes7ve season.  Come 

along any 7me between 6.30‐9.30pm everyone welcome.

We will be offering our Christmas menu in December and 

why not try our delicious a'ernoon teas, eat in or 

takeaway which will have a special fes7ve twist.  Order on 

01622 871266.                      Charles & Tracey

Laddingford Veg & Flower Show Results 2021
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COMMUNITY DIARY

NOVEMBER 
1st onwards Bo8le dona7ons for the Yule7de Christmas Market ‐ collec2on point at the Post Office 
1st Garden Society @ Village Hall 8pm  
8th Li8le Fishes ‐ St.Peter & St.Paul Church 1.45‐3pm
7th Benefice Memorial Service 6pm Yalding Church
9th Bags to School drop off at Twyford Pre‐school 9am
10th Collier St Pop In Cafe, St.Margaret's Church 2‐4pm
11th Service of Remembrance 10.50am Yalding War Memorial
11th WI Mee7ng 7.30pm @ Village Hall, Yalding
14th Remembrance Sunday Holy Communion 9.30am Yalding Church
14th Parade & Service of Remembrance 10.50am Yalding War Memorial
15th Christmas Ladies Night at the Chequers 7‐9.30pm
15th Laddingford PTA Christmas Tree Orders
19‐21 School Gambia Art Fair @ St.Peter & St.Paul's Church
19th Preview to meet the ar7sts (£5 per 7cket) 7‐9.30pm
20th FREE entry to view art exhibi7on 10‐5pm
20th Laddingford Christmas Fair @ The Chequers 3pm onwards
20th Laddingford Christmas Tree Switch On 5pm
21st FREE entry to view art exhibi7on 11‐3pm
20th Christmas Lights & Fair at the Chequers 5pm onwards
26th Quiz Night @ The Vene7an, Li8le Venice 8pm
29th Laddingford PTA ‐ Last Orders for Christmas Trees   pick up 3/12

DECEMBER
4th Yule7de Market 5pm onwards
6th The Garden Society @ The Village Hall 7.30pm
8th Collier St Pop In Cafe St.Margaret's Church 2‐4pm
11th Christmas Tree Fes7val             1‐5pm
11th Race Night @ The Vene7an Li8le Venice 8pm
12th Bap7st Church Carol Service 10.30am
12th Christmas Tree Fes7val, Bap7st Church 1‐4pm
12th Children's Party @ Yalding Church 2pm
13th Wreath making @ Yalding Church 6pm
14th WI Mee7ng ‐ Wreath Making 7.30pm @ Village Hall, Yalding
15th Carol Service @ Laddingford Church 7pm
18th John's Grand Draw @ The Vene7an 8pm
19th All age Na7vity @ Yalding Church 10am
24th Chris7ngle @ Yalding Church 4.30pm
24th Midnight Mass @ Yalding Church 11.15pm

For more details regarding these events,
please look throughout the magazine.

If you have an event you would  like us to cover, please send 
details to mag@yaldingchurches.co.uk

YALDING GARDEN SOCIETY UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, 1st November 8pm Sustainable Gardening Talk by Blooming Green 
Monday, 6th December 7.30pm Christmas Party, Talk & Quiz  at the village hall
Monday, 2nd February 8pm A‐Z of Roses by Simon White of Peter Beales Roses (zoom talk)
Monday, 7th March 8pm AGM & get together  at the village hall 

For further informa7on on our events and enquiries regarding joining the Society, please contact:
Lois 01622 814889, Joy 01622 814509 or Jane 01622 815569
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Collabora)on 
and 
nego)a)on are 
the order of 
the day out on 
the playground 
with our new 
‘loose parts’ 
play.

Are you looking for a school place for September 2022?
Come along to one of our open mornings on Friday 5th or Monday 22nd 
November from 9.30 – 10.30am. You will be shown around the school by 
some of our students, have an opportunity to hear more about what we do 
from the Headteacher and ask any questions you may have. 

Laddingford is a small nurturing Church of England Primary School at the heart 
of a rural community. Our warm, family atmosphere is underpinned by our 
Christian values: Love, Joy and Peace. Come along and see for yourself! 

To help us with planning we would be grateful if you could call the office on 
01622 871270 and let us know which session you will be attending but if you 
don’t get chance to book, you are still welcome to turn up on the day. We look 
forward to meeting you. 

The new school year is off to a flying start!
It’s been a few months since we contributed to this lovely mag – the summer 
holiday throws off the routine a bit! In the time since I last wrote, things have 
been getting busier and busier in school with everything back up and running 
more normally – it’s wonderful to feel and hear the hustle and bustle again!
 
The highlights of the first term are many and varied but most certainly include; 
our Ancient Greek’s topic and experience day, a visit from Maidstone museum 
with their wonderful historic toys, new playground markings and equipment to 
make free time more engaging, our harvest festival and the ‘Learning Fair’ 
where parents come in to see their children’s learning. Forest school has once 
again been a joy with Reception children in attendance each week – you can 
see more about this on the forest school blog on our website. 

Behind the scenes teachers have been working on refining parts of our 
Geography and History curriculum to make it as relevant and engaging as 
possible, we are continuing our work with the Kent maths hub and other 
schools have been visiting us to get ideas by seeing our nurture provision in 
action. Phew – no wonder we’re ready for half term! I can’t wait to see what 
Term 2 brings. 
                                                                               Mrs Hitch

Parent Survey 2020

“The use of google 
classroom was highly 
effective during this period 
of remote education. The 
assemblies created a real 
sense of community”

Forest School 
“My child was one of the 
first groups to be involved 
and gained so much from 
his experience” 

 

“I absolutely love 
Laddingford School. All of 
the teachers are 
approachable and deal 
with any problems 
effectively and efficiently. 
They are a kind and caring 
school and my children 
are extremely happy 
there.”

Headteacher:
Mrs Gemma Hitch

Laddingford St Mary’s Primary

Darman Lane, Laddingford, 

ME186BL

01622 871270

office@laddingford.kent.sch.uk

Find Us on Social Media

@LaddingfordCEP

Laddingford Primary School
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Yalding St Peter and 
St Paul CEP School

Yalding School is a friendly 
and successful school. We 
have a unique setting with 
engaging, bright and 
inspiring classrooms  and 
extensive outdoor learning 
spaces. 

Our vision is to provide a 
caring and engaging learning 
environment which nurtures 
the wellbeing and 
aspirations of all members of 
the school community.

Our mission is to develop 
learners who are curious, 
motivated, creative, co
operative, persevering and 
independent. 

Our school website has lots 
of information, including a 
short film and virtual tour 
video on the Home page. 

www.yalding.kent.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Mrs Sarah Friend

Yalding St Peter and St Paul
CEP School,

Vicarage Road, Yalding,
ME18 6DP

01622 814298

office@yalding.kent.sch.uk

Find Us on Facebook

          Yalding Primary School 

Superheroes
As part of their project, Year 2 had lots of fun with 
their superhero a'ernoon. They created masks, 
came up with team names and completed different 
tasks which involved team work.

Bikeability
Year 6 have had the opportunity to par7cipate 
in Bikeability Cycle Training which teachings 
them how to master the basic skills of riding 
on the roads.
All of the pupils were successfully and 
achieved Level 2.

Forest School
Year 5 have begun their Forest Schools sessions.
They used tools to clear some of the site, decorated a 
tree with natural items, built their own swings and 
balanced on a 7ght rope. 

Harvest Fes2val
On Friday 1st November, the whole school 
visited St Peter and St Paul Church for our 
Harvest Service. 
Each class performed either a song, poem, story 
or prayer and we sang together.
All of the generous dona7on will be sent to The 
Community Storehouse Foodbank in Paddock 
Wood.

If your child’s fourth birthday is between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022 
and you are looking for a Recep7on school place, for September 2022, come 
and enjoy a tour of Yalding St Peter and St Paul School.

You can book a place on one of the following dates:‐

•    Tuesday 2nd November at 13:30, 
•    Thursday 4th November at 10:30 
•    Tuesday 9th November at 13:30

Log in to h8ps://www.eventbrite.co.uk/  and search for Yalding or follow the 
links on the Home page of the School website h8p://yalding.kent.sch.uk/

 Mrs. S. Friend‐ Headteacher  
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Family Advice
Our dedicated team of volunteer advisers are on hand to provide advice and 

informa7on for families about all types of issues, including;

Time off and pay when you have or adopt a child
Child Benefit                               
Support for separated families

Support for disabled children              
Help with childcare costs

Free school meals or using Food Banks     
Eligibility for welfare benefits

Debt & money advice or personal budge7ng support
Welfare benefits

Our experienced Welfare Rights advisers can advise you about applying for DLA 
if your child is under 16 and has difficulty ge9ng about or needs much more looking a'er than a child of 

the same age without any condi7on/disability. 
Debt & money advice

If you are struggling on a low income, we can help you to maximise your income, 
learn about budge7ng, deal with problem debt, or apply for free school meals or help with childcare costs. 

We are authorised and regulated by the FCA to provide debt counselling, 
have an insolvency‐service approved Debt Relief Order Intermediary, 

and can put clients into a Breathing Space Scheme. 
Support for separated families

If you are experiencing a rela7onship breakdown, we can explain 
your rights and responsibili7es, and help you to sort out arrangements for your children, 

or property and finances. 
We can also help you to access other services. 

How do I get help? 

Our offices are OPEN for face‐to‐face advice (appointments and drop‐ins) Monday to Friday, 9:30 – 1:30.  
Telephone and video appointments or email advice are available for those unable to a8end our offices.

 Contact us on:
info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619

94 Commercial Road, Paddock Wood, Kent, TN12 6DP

PADDOCK WOOD COMMUNITY ADVICE CENTRE
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Arguably the village’s most successful event, the Yule7de 
Market began in 1999 and grew in popularity each year 
un7l Covid prevented it in 2020.  Plans are well underway 
for its return this year – barring any further government 
lockdowns or significant restric7ons.

We have a great many new residents since 2019 and 
welcome them with open arms to join the exis7ng band of 
loyal supporters and the many who travel from far afield to 
be here on that day.

The Market begins at 5.00 when Father Christmas 
switches on the lights on the village green.  It finishes at 
8.00 but the High Street is closed to traffic between 4.00 
and 9.00.  Over 40 stalls selling cra's, food and 
refreshments line the High Street verges, the Church is 
open and there is a variety of street entertainers.  The 
entrance fee of “at least 1p per person” is a mandatory 
licensing requirement!

The Market is non‐profit‐making but supports local 
chari7es and aims to break even through stallholders’ fees 
and from sales at the bo8le raffle stall. 

In November every house in the village was invited to 
contribute a bo8le to this stall and many were donated 
through dropping them off at the Post Office.  

Dona7ons over the years have been amaziut them the 
Market could not run.

Further details will be given over the coming weeks but 

please keep the date free and join in this marvellous event.

AN APPEAL
The Yule7de market is planned and staged by an 
enthusias7c group of local volunteers who are well 
supported by the Parish Council.  

In addi7on to this core team there are lots of op7ons to get 
involved!  

We would love to hear from you if you’re able to donate 
your 7me and ideas in the following opera7onal areas of 
the event:

• Stewarding the road closure, this works on a rota 

basis and involves traffic management at each end of 

the High Street 

• Helping with li8er picking and tear down at the end 

of the evening (from 8pm)

• Being on the bo8le stall team – are you a dab hand 

at selling raffle 7ckets and dealing with the public?

• Helping with the movement of items on the day (we 

need gazebos, tables, ladders, lights, cables to be in 

the right places)

If you want to help in some way please contact Jason 

Bryant on jason.bryant1968@b2nternet.com

THE YULETIDE MARKET IS BACK - SATURDAY, 4TH DECEMBER FROM 5PM

The Yule7de market is planned and staged by an 

enthusias7c group of local volunteers who are well 

supported by the Parish Council.  Plans are well underway 

for this year’s return.  We are observing some small 

challenges which you, the great Yalding Parish community, 

might just be able to help us with!

Volunteers – we s2ll need people to help on the day itself, 

especially with road closure stewarding.  If you can help, 

please contact Paul Mahoney or Jason Bryant.

Helping with li8er picking and tear down at the end of the 

evening (from 8pm).  Turn up on the day and make yourself 

known to one of the high vis crew.

Being on the bo8le stall team – are you a dab hand at 

selling raffle 7ckets and dealing with the public? 

Contact Joe Westgate.

Helping with the movement of items on the day (we need 

gazebos, tables, ladders, lights, cables to be in the right 

places). 

We believe because of the pandemic a number of 

businesses have stopped trading in 2020, so we s7ll have 

room for stalls.  If you or someone you know wants to offer 

goods at the market (the more variety and seasonally 

focused the be8er), please get in touch with: 

Clare Curley Tel: 01892 730744 Email: clare@curleyuk.com

If you want to help in any way please contact Jason Bryant 

on jason.bryant968@b7nternet.com or 07887 686392.

YULETIDE MARKET WORKING PARTY UPDATE
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WILL  YOU  HELP  US,  PLEASE?

We need donated bo8les for the Yalding Yule7de Market’s 

Bo8le Stall on Saturday 4 December 2021

The BOTTLE STALL has always been a vital part of the 

Yule7de Market.  It’s proceeds make an indispensable 

contribu7on towards the general running costs of the 

market, including the street entertainers who enliven the 

market, and without it we would certainly run at a loss.  

Every year without fail the generosity of local residents in 

dona7ng bo8les has ensured the success of this stall. 

In issuing a warm welcome to all the village’s new 

residents we hope that they will join with exis7ng ones in 

suppor7ng the Market in this way.

We ask everyone who is willing to make such a dona7on to 

drop bo8les off at the Post Office during the working day 

at any 7me during the month of November.  

Bo8les of any kind will be welcome, but not 7nned or 

packaged food, please. 

If you are willing to donate but would find it easier to 

receive a house call to collect your dona7on, please leave a 

note to this effect at the Post office, with your address and 

phone number.  

Any help and support you can give in keeping the 

successful Bo8le Stall going will be very much 

appreciated.                      

                                     Yule)de Market Commi*ee

YALDING YULETIDE MARKET BOTTLE DONATIONS

YULETIDE MARKET PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Yalding Yule7de Celebra7ons 4th December 2021 ‐ 4:45pm to 8pm Yalding High Street, Yalding, Maidstone.

The ‘must do’ Christmas event! 

An annual Yule7de market organised by community volunteers back for the first 7me since 2019.

Look out for Father Christmas, Punch & Judy and the local schools.  Be amazed by the Samba drumming band, marvel at 

the tradi7ons from the Morris Dancers and enjoy a sing‐along!

Live entertainment in the High Street.

Es7mated 7med program shown here (subject to amendment) with loca7on men7oned in brackets:

4.45 Pre‐School children carol singing (War Memorial)

5.00 Father Christmas arrives!

5:15 Hartley Morris Dancers (War Memorial) and Yalding School choir (Forge)

5.30 Punch & Judy (High Street)

5:45 Laddingford School choir (Forge)

6:00 Samba Band (High Street)

6:15 Punch & Judy (High Street) and Hartley Morris Dancers (Forge)

6.30 “Coper7ne” vocal musical group (Forge)

7.00 Christmas Carols (Yalding Church) and Punch & Judy (High Street)

7:30 Samba Band (High Street)

8:00 Market closes!

The market will open from 5pm, offering a range of seasonal items, fresh produce, gi' ideas and tradi7onal Christmas 

staples including plants and trees. A number of local cra' producers will also be displaying their wares.  Remember to try 

your luck at the Bo8le stall! 

You will find the fairground near to the Forge, with a8rac7ons for all ages of kids.

Visitors will also be able to enjoy a seasonal array of hot and cold food and alcoholic & non‐alcoholic drinks, with 

something to tempt all palates, and most of it is locally sourced so quality is assured! Food will include a Hog roast, locally 

produced pork sausages and burgers, tradi7onal German sausages, Bri8any crepes, fish and chips and much more.  This 

year we will also have outside bars offering a choice of quality beverages for consump7on at the market.

The High Street will be completely and safely closed to traffic on the night so bring the whole family, meet some friends, 

and join in this most enjoyable annual community event. 

See local press and keep an eye on www.yaldingfarmersmarket.co.uk for more details and loca7on. 

There will be a mandatory market admission fee (it’s completely up to you what you want to contribute, no minimum) 

payable on the day, this is a council licensing requirement. The market event is strictly “not for profit” and run by local 

volunteers.

We look forward to seeing you there!  

Press contacts – Jason Bryant 07887 686392, 

Victoria Bryant 07850 318314,
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FRIENDS OF LADDINGFORD SCHOOL

What do Smar7es, Christmas Trees, Calendars, Fruit and 

Veg and Santa have in common? 

Friends of Laddingford school of course! 

September 2021 brought us all back with a bang!

What a term this has been so far. We have had our first 

ever smar7es challenge which has raised a phenomenal 

£401.52. 

So thank you to all the children for ea7ng the chocolate 

and all the adults who donated!

On the 21st October, we held our Learning Fair with a bake 

sale and our Bag to school pick up day.  Don’t worry if 

you’ve missed this one as we have these twice yearly. 

Please like our facebook page @friendsofladdingford to 

find out when the next one is and what other fun events 

we are up to.   

We would like to say a BIG thank you to our wonderful 

Village pub – The Chequers for giving the proceeds of the 

annual fruit and veg show to us to support our school.  

Not only this but they will also be holding our fantas7c 

Christmas Fair from 3pm on the 20th November.  

Please do come along. There is fun for all the family 

including; Santa’s gro3o, 

If you would like to book a spot for the gro8o please e‐

mail  laddingfordfriends@gmail.com for your space ‐ all 

children are welcome. 

There will also be the chance to enter our fantas7c auc7on 

and raffle, alfresco Christmas carols and the beau7ful sight 

of the whole village being lit up….

if that wasn’t enough it will also give you the opportunity 

to purchase some great gi's and at least one of the 

Christmas staples.

It will be our 5th Year selling our amazing Christmas trees 

which can be pre ordered at the fair or by e‐mailing 

laddingfordchristmastrees@gmail.com 

Thank you to all who purchased them last year. Your lovely 

comments about the quality of the trees were amazing. 

The premium Christmas trees will be delivered to the 

school Friday 3rd December. We can also offer a delivery 

service to your home on this date too. 

Our first ever Laddingford School calendar was such a 

success last year that we will be crea7ng another. The 

theme for this year is Teddy’s on tour. The children will 

take pictures of their Teds doing adventurous things and 

the calendar will be published by a professional printer 

and sold at the Christmas fair as well as other outlets in 

the run up to Christmas. 

What a great gi' this will be for friends and family. Each 

page will be sponsored by local businesses. If you would 

like to sponsor a page please get in touch by e‐mailing  

laddingfordfriends@gmail.com   All profits as with the 

Christmas trees will go to the school. 

So as we change from autumnal days to chilly nights we 

look forward to celebra7ng the fes7ve season with you all 

and hope to see you at our Christmas Fair. As always, thank 

you all for your support. Cheers!

Friends of Laddingford School
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W & H MONCKTON - HAULAGE CONTRACTORS

A'er Henry (known as Harry) Monckton le' the Royal 
Flying Corps he decided he would go into the haulage 
business.  In the 1920's, he and his brother Walter started 
W & H Monckton Haulage Contractors and were based 
originally in Mereworth but moved by the 7me this picture 
was taken to Yalding next to The Two Brewers Public 
House.  
A very convenient loca7on and The Two Brewers was a 
very popular watering hole for many members of staff 
including Harry & Walter.  The picture featured last month 
on our front cover is the first of three lorries loaded with 
Hop Pockets ‐ there are about 50‐60 on each lorry and this 
consignment was ready to be transported to London.  
The year?  1934. 
And behind the wheel ‐ Harry Monckton, father of Tony 
Monckton who at 91 years old s7ll lives locally and has 
been invaluable with telling the story of his family's 
company which ran from the 1920's to finally stopping in 
the 1980s.  
A'er delivering the hops to the London Markets for the 
beer trade, they would return with spent hops for 

fer7liser.  The main fer7liser manufacturer was Plant 
Protec7on which was located in the now derelict site 
opposite Li8le Venice.  
It then became ICI and Syngenta.
Tony worked for Roots Car Manufacturing in Maidstone 
and married Janet in 1957, so was not part of the company 
at that 7me.  However, in the 1960's he was lured back and 
the photos here were his pride and joy.  
Many people in Yalding will remember that Moncktons 
moved from next to The Two Brewers to Nigh7ngale Farm 
on Benover Road and they employed many drivers from 
the local area. 
Unfortunately, during the 1980's it was decided to fold the 
company due to various reasons.  Road haulage as we 
know now has enormous lorries which are very expensive 
to buy and to run and the area needed to house these 
large lorries  needs also to be extensive. 
The small companies driving locally were gradually  pushed 
out  which as we are finding out now, huge commercial 
haulage companies can also be problema7c as hiring 
qualified HGV drivers is at the present 7me a difficulty.

Monckton staff and the 
oldest Monckton vehicle photograph
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FOND MEMORIES OF W & H MONCKTON HAULAGE CONTRACTORS

Re your ar7cle in the Yalding  & Laddingford October magazine about Monkton transport, they were a very well run and 
respected company which operated from a depot to the rear of the Two Brewers pub in Yalding un7ll the early 1950s 
when like other hauliers in the country were na7onalised and became Bri7sh Road Services.  Wally Monkton lived in one 
of the houses opposite the Two Brewers towards the towards the Lees , but I  cannot remember which one, and Harry 
lived at the Nigh7ngale Farm along the Benover road. When I was a lad I lived at New Barns farm Benover, myself and 
other lads used to go into the Hole in the Wall public house which was right next door to the Nigh7ngale and Harry 
Monkton and his father in law used to come in and would talk to us.     
With regards to the sacks  on the lorries they were known as pockets of hops, and in my school days my father worked on 
a farm at Collier street which grew fruit and hops and I observed how to load hops before I was 14, I became friendly with 
one of the drivers of our local haulier and used to travel with him a lot and take hops to London. A'er I completed my 
na7onal service I became a regular H.G.V driver and loaded and took many hops to London ‐ that was a'er de‐
na7onalisa7on  in 1954.                                                                     Eric Crundwell. 

>  Hi in reply to your ques7on regarding the photograph in the October issue.
> I believe Monkton was a local haulier, although not sure.
> However the lorries featured are loaded with hop pockets, weighing between 70 to 90kg each.
> They are most likely coming from a local grower and could be on their way up to Borough Market in SE London, where 
most of the hop factors/ merchants were based, also the hop exchange was there (think of the stock exchange but for 
hops). The building is s7ll on Borough High Street. It has large iron gates with ornate hops on them.
> Hop pockets were loaded one layer at a 7me using a signal rope, the rope would be 7ed around the front pocket , then 
the rest of the pockets would be laid on top of it un7l the last on, when the rope would be slung around it and the next 
layer would be put on top of it.
> The clever bit was when the second layer was completed the rope was lashed around the end pocket in a kind of slip 
knot, that 7ghtens the load as the pocket is slung over the back.
> This would con7nue snaking up the load un7l the vehicle was fully loaded.
> This method of loading hops was also used on ar7culated vehicles up to fairy recent 7mes.
> And I’m sure that some hop growers s7ll load this way.
> The two ropes you see 7ed at the front would have been used for added security, but the signal rope running through 
the middle of the load was the main support.
> This skill was passed down from driver to driver.
> I hope this make sense as it’s quite involved.
> My knowledge comes from working at the Hops Marke7ng Board, as a hop sample examiner in the late 70s up to the 
mid 80s.                                                                                                         Mark Keen,  Laddingford

A G Reg lorry from Tony Monckton's )me at 
Nigh)ngale Farm, Benover Road, Yalding
The Editor:  Thankyou to everyone who
contributed to this ar7cle ‐ I've enjoyed learning about the 
history of Yalding and I hope you have too. 

The hop pockets loaded onto the lorry were made of 
hemp or jute un7l plas7c sacks took over. 
Each were meant to contain 168lbs of dried  hops.  I 
filled a good number of them in September 1959 at 
Bodiam. A pocket could be rolled and handled by one 
man and stacked up ten layers high by two men.  The 
photograph shows a load about 6  tons.  The pockets 
had to have handles made by stuffing a handful of 
hops into the bo8om corners and a 7e placed  to keep 
the handle firm.  This was extremely hard on the hands 
against the rough cloth.  
The pocket was then hung through a hole in the floor 
of the cooling room under a press.  The press was a flat 
foot on a 9' rack which fi8ed the pocket and was 
controlled by levers.  The hops were shovelled from 
huge piles by a scuppet (a big cloth framed scoop with 
a handle) into the pocket for pressing.  Six to ten fills 
and presses were enough to fill it. The pocket was then 
dropped to the ground floor to be weighed and 
labelled with the farmer's name, the parish, the year, 
the variety of hops and an individual number for 
unique iden7fica7on.                  Jonathan Virden
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YALDING LIBRARY

Adin Coates House

High Street

Yalding, Kent

ME18 6HU

WE ARE NOW OPEN

Sunday closed

Monday 1pm‐5pm

Tuesday 9am‐1pm

Wednesday 9am‐12pm

Thursday 1pm‐5pm

Friday 1pm‐5pm

Saturday 9am‐1pm

SPREADING THE WORD

This is a summary of a report by Alice Ryan from the 
September issue of Waitrose & Partners Weekend on the 
campaign for racial equality in the UK's English Literature 
curriculum.  
The Lit in Colour campaign for racial equality in the UK's 
English literature curriculum is making milestones.  
According to new research, fewer than 1% of Bri7sh GCSE 
pupils currently study a book by an ethnic minority writer.  
Just 7% study one wri8en by a woman and 0.1% by a black 
woman.  
A collabora7on between Runnymede Trust and publishers 
Penguin Random House, aims to redress the racial 
imbalance within school literature studies, from age 7 to 
sixth form, 'ensuring the books read in these forma7ve 
years reflect the rich diversity of the society we live in'. 
Dr Halim Begum, director of Runnymede Trust says "to 
drive longterm change, the exam boards are vital".  
Dividends are already being paid, with the Oxford, 
Cambridge and RSA Board announcing the addi7on of 
poetry, a play and 5 new novels ‐ including Bernardine 
Evaristo's Booker prize winning novel Girl, Woman, Other ‐ 
to their GCSE and A‐Level Courses.
Pearson Edexcel has also updated its booklists and pledges 
to incen7vise schools to change the texts they teach at 
GCSE and A‐Level.  The next step is the development of 
teaching resources.

As the first black woman ‐ and the first black Bri7sh person 
to win the Booker Prize, Bernandine Evaristo has become a 
high‐profile advocate for literacy equality.  
"By the 7me I was 19 I was reading the Nigerian writer 
Buchi Emecheta and James Baldwin, an ac7vist and 
intellectual" she says. "You need people who work 
crea7vely with the culture and analyse.  They showed me 
black stories were out there, but never my story.  That is 
partly why I started wri7ng myself".
"When you have black fic7on, black writers, black stories, 
people assume it is about race and racism.  I find that very 
annoying". 
With 34.4% of students black, Asian or minority ethnic, it's 
vital says Suzanne Scafe, co‐author of Heart of the Race: 
Black Women's Lives in Britain, that GCSE and A‐Level 
syllabuses represent both them and 'the reality of the 
contemporary landscape'. Suzanne says the list of poten7al 
set texts is a long one including the following black Bri7sh 
writers:
Zadie Smith's NW
Bernandine Evaristo's Lara
                                        Girl, Woman, Other
Diana Evan's 26a,
Caryl Phillip's The Final Passage,
Alex Wheatle's Brixton Rock, 
Sunjeev Sahota's The Year of the Runaways.

THANK YOU FROM ALISON CRESSWELL

A hear6elt thank you to all our neighbours and friends for their help and kindness a month ago when I was knocked off my 
bike, and since. I had my hand held, George and the ambulance were swi'ly informed, and a cordon placed around me 
against the traffic which would insist on con7nuing. 
One lovely man ‐ I’m sorry, I don’t know your name ‐ took on the role of policeman and  directed the traffic away, to my 
great relief. Since then I’ve had so many flowers, cards, messages and calls from many of you, which have been so 
suppor7ve and heartwarming. I am very grateful to be living in such a wonderful village.
                                                                                                                                                                            Alison
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YALDING ART GROUP

WWW.YALDINGARTGROUP.WEEBLY.COM

We've been gilding in gold, silver & copper.
Before moving on to studying Gustav Klimt, we looked at various 
pictures from Pinterest which had been embelished with gold, 
silver and copper. 
How hard can it be, we thought to highlight our very own 
pain7ngs!  Very, is the answer, but it does look lovely when finally 
finished.  Here is a tree landscape with metallic highlights ‐ it is a 
watercolour by Jill and the first lesson we learnt was ‐ watercolour 
paper hates having metallic highlights.  
It is, of course very porous and the binding glue used loves to soak 
itself in and not adher to the metal leaves which just love to fly 
around the room, but not actually s7ck to the paper.  As you can 
see here though, Jill finally managed it and it looks lovely.  
Well done Jill!

We then moved onto canvas boards and it became a li8le easier.  Only 
marginally however!  
I've always admired a li8le picture on my wall by Rosina Wachtmeister of a 
modern style harlequin girl holding a bird.  Parts of it are gilded in gold, so 
I thought I give it a go.  What large blue hair she has!  I am pleased with it 
however, so we will move onto Klimt with a li8le more knowledge and try 
to do his work jus7ce.  Watch this space!!

If you would like to join Yalding Art Group, we meet every Thursday 
(mostly!) from 10am to 12pm with a break for refreshments at 11am.  
Each session is £3, but if you are not sure, why not just join us for a tea or 
coffee at 11am and get a feel for the group ‐ we are a friendly bunch!
We usually like to study a subject for 2 weeks and then we move on ‐ 
some7mes with a relief and some7mes not!  
We have lots of paper, pens, brushes, so just bring yourself. 
We are next to Yalding Post Office at Riverside, Lees Road.  

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

In 2019 Friends of Yalding Youth & Community Centre at 
the Bap7st Church in Vicarage Road held our first themed 
Christmas Tree Fes7val.  It was great!  
It was always the inten7on to run the fes7val every two 
years, so we could concentrate on another fun raising 
event in between. 
However, the global pandemic put a stop to all fundraising 
ideas, but two years have gone by and we are excited to be 
hos7ng the Christmas Tree Fes7val once again.  Please look 
at the back page if you would like to enter your own 
Christmas Tree. 
Not any old Christmas tree however!  
A themed one ‐ examples of trees entered in 2019 
included a po8ery tree from Hadlow Po8ery, an iron tree 
from Yalding Forge and trees with designer baubles from 
the Book Club, Art Group and many more.  The winner 
however, surpassed them all!  Yalding Cricket Club thought 
long and hard about their tree and a very impressive 6' 
tree made from cricket bats with cricket ball baubles won 
all the votes from the visi7ng public. 

So, put the weekend of the 11th and 12th December in 
your diaries and immerse yourself in our hall of Christmas 
trees and vote for your favourite whilst ea7ng mince pies 
and having a drink.  
We will be open 1‐5pm on Saturday and 1‐4pm on 
Sunday.  
Our Christmas Carol Service starts at 10.30am on the 
Sunday ‐ everyone is welcome and it is truly special 
surrounded by all the trees.  
We promise a warm welcome and we are looking forward 
once again for some really inven7ve decora7ons.  If you are 
part of a community group or business, please enter a tree 
‐ it is £10 per tree which will go towards the improvement 
of the hall for all users.
Make our large hall a wonder for all to see.  The winning 
tree will win a £20 gi' voucher donated from Yalding Post 
Office who of course will be entering their own Christmas 
Tree. 
See you there. 
Friends of Yalding Youth & Community Centre
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NEWS FROM LITTLE VENICE

Good weather, bad weather and Li8le Venice is carrying on 
regardless.  It is in glorious colour as our gardens are 
thriving from all the love and a8en7on they have received 
over the past few months. I have decided to focus this 
month on our social club The Vene7an.
A recently held race night raised an amazing £451. Brilliant! 
The next one is being held on 11th December at 8pm. It 
would be wonderful to see you there and I am challenging 
you all to raise even more money.  Christmas and New Year 
are not too far away now and the following will be taking 
place.  John's Grand Christmas Draw will take place at 8pm 
on Saturday 18th December. There will be 90 prizes and 
the 7ckets are already on sale at 50p each. All the proceeds 
will be spent in prizes. This is always a fun night.  On 
Christmas Eve there will be a disco and on New Year's Eve 
there will be a party with entertainment.  On Christmas 
Day a three course dinner with a glass of wine will be 
available for £30 per head. This must be booked in advance 

with a £10 deposit.  Every Thursday evening there is a Pool 
compe77on. The draw takes place at 8pm.
The last quiz night of the year will be on 26th November 
star7ng at 8pm. This is light‐hearted and fun and it would 
be nice to see some new teams
That's this year's entertainment wrapped up. Have fun and 
stay safe ut of lockdown in style by doing what Li8le 
Vene7ans are darned good at.  We par7ed!  Many of us 
joined Ian Peacock in the Clubhouse to celebrate his 70th 
birthday.  A good night was had by all. 
There are several new owners here now.  Welcome to all of 
you!  I am sure you have all discovered what a friendly, 
welcoming place this is. The Club is the plave to go for 
Bingo, Darts and Pool.  Food, including Thai is alway 
available.  You can also visit for breakfast on a Saturday and 
a roast on a Sunday (please pre‐book to avoid 
disappointment).  Well, another month gone and lockdown 
may be over, but please con7nue to stay safe.   Sally              

GRAND CHRISTMAS DRAW
1st PRIZE  Luxury Food & Drinks Hamper

2nd PRIZE  Champagne & Gin

3rd PRIZE  6 Bo8les of Wine

PLUS OTHER PRIZES

Live Draw taking place at 12 noon on 12th Dec at

 Yalding Village Hall

Tickets £1 EACH 

Thank you for suppor7ng

 Friends of Yalding Surgery (charity Number 1000163)

FRIENDS OF YALDING SURGERY

h8p:/friendsofyalding‐
surgery.sumup.link/products

Please scan QR code to 
purchase 7ckets

Our new Christmas cards have arrived!

2 designs by 2 Yalding ar7sts for School Gambia available from

 Yalding Post Office or call 01622 814027 or

 email derekandclarehudson@gmail.com

packs of 10 for £3.75

Be sure to order early ‐ we ran out last year!
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TESTON & WATERINGBURY PRESCHOOL

Welcome back to all our children and families to what will 

be a very exci7ng term 2. 

This term we will be exploring the book ‘Dream Snow’, by 

Eric Carle.  Children will delight in this book as it embraces 

the magic of Christmas and the value of giving and sharing 

with others.

Our small group phonics classes will be star7ng this term 

for our school leavers.  

As well as learning their le8ers and sounds it also helps 

them to work well with others, understand instruc7ons, 

being pa7ent and wai7ng their turn, and having the 

confidence to speak in front of 

others.  

This term will also see the return of our ‘clever finger’ 

ac7vi7es to help with their fine motor skills such as their 

pencil grip. 

If you are interested in joining our pre‐school, please 

contact Tina Driver on 07805 796353 or email on 

tandwngroup@gmail.com.

Christmas Trees
We will again be selling Christmas trees to 
help raise funds for the club. Thanks to all 
those who took part last year: the 
feedback was tremendous, and we look 
forward to providing your trees again. 

We have expanded ac7vi7es this year, 
and are working with other local cricket 
clubs and with Yalding & Laddingford FC 
to raise funds. We have launched a 
website (www.trees4sport.co.uk) to make 
it easier to locate us and buy your trees. 

Trees will be distributed or are available 
for collec7on on Sunday 5th December. 
Please email trees4sport@gmail.com if 
you would like further informa7on. Most 
people in the parish should also receive 
leaflets which will give full details. 

Other Fundraising
We will also be present at the Yule7de Market selling 
cookies, and have a few other ini7a7ves which will launch 
in the next few months. 

This is a really important drive to raise funds for sport, 
especially for children, in the parish. Our immediate goal is 
to raise £4000 towards a necessary renova7on of the 
playing surface. A'er that, we are saving towards 
renova7on, and a possible rebuild, of the pavilion. 

Every pound donated will be matched by an incredibly 
generous offer from a friend of the club, so now is a real 
opportunity to make your contribu7on count. Please see 
our fundraising page at gofundme.com/f/yaldingcc. Of 
course, your Christmas tree purchases will also count 
towards this effort. 

We do know that in these straitened 7mes, and with a 
global pandemic, cricket might not be your first concern. 
But the club has been providing a spor7ng outlet to the 
people of Yalding for over 200 years. 

For a small village, we really do punch 
above our weight; and the opportunity 
that the club provides for people of all 
ages to get involved with the game is 
outstanding.

Please lend us your support. 

End of Season Results
The U15s won their final games to finish 
third in the table, despite winning more 
matches than anyone else. This was an 
outstanding achievement in a league that 
contained clubs like Mote and Sevenoaks 
Vine. All the players should be incredibly 
proud. 

The senior team le' it late to avoid 
relega7on, but good wins against 
Rodmersham and Holborough in the last 

two games saw them to safety. 

It was par7cularly encouraging that the match winning 
performances came from younger players. Over the 
season, Ma8hew Masset (24 wickets), Jus7n Gregory (22) 
and Sam Faulkner (20) ably led the a8ack, while Kiran 
Gregory (318 runs) and Sam Tripp  (280) were top scorers. 
The fact that all these players have come up through the 
youth system and are all under 20 bodes well for the 
future. 

YOBz v Yalding Young Dads
The tradi7onal season finale took place in September, with 
Yalding Old Boyz eventually seeing off a spirited challenge 
from Young Dads. Special men7on must go to Craig Cooper, 
who scored a cultured 50 for the YOBz, and a spectacular 
catch by Malcolm Wakefield to dismiss YOBz captain Tony 
Bray. The other highlight was an impromptu break in play 
to get some ice creams. Thanks Steph! 

If you would like to know more about how to get involved 
with Yalding CC, 
please contact Mar7n on mar7n.tripp.cricket@gmail.com
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Maidstone 01622 962646
Staplehurst 01580 891079
Mobile 07986 843903
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“Simply the Best”

The Old Forge Cattery

Luxury boarding cattery
in Laddingford

Contact Sandy King
on 01622 871330

 
Email:   Cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk
Website: www.theoldforgecattery.co.uk

G.H DECORATORS AND BUILDERS
for all your Property Maintenance needs

Professional Painters & Builders since 1989
covering the South East & Kent

Tel: 01622 813947 / 07539 216932
Email: ghdecorators@hotmail.com

Explore the Magic of Glass
Connect through Creativity

Glass Art & Cra# Workshops
Right here, in Laddingford!

07976 165294 GlassAlisa.co.uk

Also available:

 Gi' Vouchers       Home Cra' Kits       Unique Gi's 
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The Bush, Blackbird and Thrush

Bookings now being taken for Xmas
Menus to be found at

BushBlackbirdAndThrush.co.uk 

 info@BushBlackbirdAndThrush.co.uk

Xmas Fayre  1st Dec to 23rd December
Xmas Day  25th December

Telephone: 01622 871349
Bush Road, East Peckham TN12 5LN

DessoMech Bike Repairs 
A common sense and affordable approach to

bike servicing and repairs
Professionally qualified and insured

Doorstep collection and delivery

07598 225195
dessomech@icloud.com     www.DessoMech.com

YALDING VILLAGE CLUB

Mon‐Fri  1pm ‐ 11pm     Sat‐Sun 12noon ‐ 11pm

Call Peter 01622 814123

Venue for your Weddings, Par)es, Wakes etc
Outside bars by arrangement

 Food 

 Bar

 Live Music

 Dancing

 Pool

 Snooker 
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For free estimates contact Sam

Mob: 07984 628 903

Email: samjr75@btinternet.com

Steeped in history, 
our pub was built in 1492

Originally a Yeoman’s house 
it became a pub in the 19th century. 

Now a tradi7onal pub, log fires & oak beams
Cask ales, delicious wines 

and over 40 gins. 

Friendly & efficient service. 

Open for wholesome lunches & 
suppers

 Tradi2onal and modern fayre.

01622 814266
WalnutTreePubYalding.co.uk   

Phillips & Painter Ltd
All aspects of Brickwork & General Building

Small works to New Builds

Established in 1983

GARY      or       JOHN
Call 07876 243198 or 07799 691449

01622 813387

phillipsandpainterltd@googlemail.com
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D.K. Plastering
Plastering Contractor

All Work Carried Out
at reasonable prices

Call David on Mobile
07974 891 795

TRADITIONAL AWARD WINNING
VILLAGE INN

Good Quality Value for Money Menu
Real Ales, Selection of Wines

During COVID restrictions we offer
Our Take Away Menu &

Delicious Takeaway Afternoon Teas

Delivery may be possible in the Parish
for vulnerable or self isolating customers

Updates online and 
at Facebook.com/chequersladdingford
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OFSTED Approved Childminder
20 years experience

has vacancies for children from 3 months upwards
in a comfortable family se9ng in Yalding 

Call Angela on 01622 814488
or email Wya8‐g@sky.com

Atmosclear Building Services Ltd
Forstal Business Park, Paddock Wood TN12 6PY

We supply, install and maintain 
Heating, Ventilation,  Refrigeration and 

AirConditioning systems

sales@Atmosclear.biz      
www.Atmosclear.biz        
01622 816 820                  
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C Ladbrooke Local Qualified Electrician
All types of Electrical work undertaken

Free Estimates
24 Hour Call Out

Fully Insured
Call Chris on 07860 181406

Skincare specialist offering aesthetic 
and holistic treatments and massage. 

Visit the Nail & Brow bar at 
Barsleys Department Store

or the salon in 
Putlands Leisure Centre Paddock Wood TN12 6NZ 

Contact Helen to book an appointment 
or arrange a no obligation consultation 

to discuss treatments that will benefit you.

T: 07724 026 964      e: info@kch.life
https://kch.life
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Group, private and 1 2 1 classes 
Covid safe, by Zoom and in Yalding

Yoga promotes 
Physical and Mental Wellbeing

Your local fully insured cat si8er
www.purfect‐paws.com

purfectpawskent@gmail.com
Call Samantha… 07532 187123
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J L Buttigieg Tree Services

Tree Surgery Hedge Cutting
Landscaping Grass Cutting
Fencing and more,

 
Yalding based Fully qualified and Insured

Free No Obligation quotes Year round Callout

Call Josh on 07718 592354
jlbtreeservices@gmail.com

J L P   P E R F O R M I N G   A R T S

BALLET ~ MODERN ~ TAP

www.jlpperformingarts.com
jlpperformingarts@gmail.com

07872  581 753

AT:  The BAPTIST CHURCH
& YALDING VILLAGE HALL
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SCAFFOLDING
MT Scaffolding Services

Please call Mark for a free quotation on
01892 825848 / 07770 947888

Local professional business, with old fashioned core values

Very compe77ve pricing providing a reliable service

Fully qualified and insured with over 30 years' experience

Residen7al & Commercial Premises

Yalding Village Hall
All functions and Activities can be booked.

Kitchen available
Contact booking officer by email SueGerrish@gmail.com

(preferred), or phone 01622 814163

Children aged 2  4 years old

Yalding Village Hall, Lyngs Close
Monday through to Friday 8am – 3pm

01622 814024

admin@yaldingPreschool.co.uk
Charity number 1052236

Julia F. Russell
Body Control Pilates Instructor 
01622 813550 ‐ julia_russell21@yahoo.co.uk

I'm delighted to announce a new 

Pilates Classical Mat class
star ng September 2021 at the Bap st Hall

Mondays 9.45 – 11.00am.  New clients are warmly welcome

My Weekly Zoom classes con7nue every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning 

 BODY CONTROL PILATES
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Pre‐School based in Teston Village Hall

Open from 09.00am – 2.30pm Monday to Friday 
Op7onal early morning drop offs at 08.30am

Quality pre‐school care and educa7on since 1966
Ages 2 years to School age.

15 hours free en7tlement for 3 & 4 year olds
Approved provider of the ‘Free for 2’ funding scheme

Extended 30 hour en7tlement available

All fully qualified staff

Ac�vi�es tailored to each child ensured my child was 
ready for school in a way I could not have done myself

(Mum of a 4 year old)

Enquiries to: Tina Driver – 07805 796353

or email – tandwngroup@gmail.com

www.testonandwateringburypreschool.co.uk

IKD Kitchens and Bedrooms
Design – Manufacture – Installation

Local showroom:
6 Woodfalls Industrial Estate

Laddingford, ME18 6DA

Telephone: 01622 871190
Mobile:  07932 797576

Email: info@ikdint.co.uk
Website: www.ikdint.co.uk

Dragon Property Maintenance Services
Your local handyman based in

Yalding
Experts in all aspects of Garden and

Property Maintenance

See our website for details or call

01622 814854 / 07779 575663
www.dragonpmservices.co.uk
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Ani ta ’s  A l t e ra t ions
Breathe new life into your wardrobe

From taking up a hem to reshaping a jacket
Swift and professional service

Call Anita on 01622 813460 or 07956 647614

Yalding Parent, Baby & Toddler Group
Weekly informal get together for all preschool ages and their carers

Term time Wednesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Yalding Baptist Church

Just pop in and ask for Joanna, Katie or Sarah
e:  YaldingTodderGroup@gmail.com for more info

PIANO LESSONS
 

 For Children & Adults  Beginners to Grade 8 

MARJORIE AYLING BA Hons., FTCL, ARCM.
 T: 01892 835702  E: MarjorieAyling@outlook.com 

YALDING YOUTH CENTRE, VICARAGE Rd
Available for hire and ideal for children's parties

Two halls; main hall can take bouncy castle
Good kitchen facilities. Outside play area. Parking

Call Martin & Gail Johnson for details and bookings
01622 815498
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YALDING & LADDINGFORD 
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

It was lovely to see a good gathering for our second 
mee7ng since star7ng up and what a night!  

We had our first speaker, Peter Chapman from Hari 
Covert. It was an amazing evening, where we learnt 
about different breads, dips and chocolate mousse. 
We then got to try all of the food! It was delicious. 

Our next mee7ng is Tuesday 9th November at 7.30, 
where our speaker is Gatehouse Candles. We hope 
to see you there. 

Victoria 
President of Yalding & Laddingford WI

HEDGEHOG CARE BY JACKIE AKHURST

Hedgehogs are one of our favourite Bri7sh mammals, but 
our prickly friends need our help. We have lost about a 
third of our hedgehogs in the last 20 years. 
There are lots of reasons for this, but one of the biggest is 
something we can readily do something about – expand 
their habitat. Hedgehogs live quite happily alongside us in 
towns and villages, but they need a large area to move 
around, in order to find sufficient food to survive. 
Hedgehogs travel up to a mile each night on those li8le 
legs. Herein lies the problem. 
Many houses have fences between the boundaries with no 
gaps for hedgehogs to squeeze under, thereby restric7ng 
the range in which they can find food. The solu7on is 
simple : create hedgehog highways. 
You can do this by making a hole about 13cm by 13cm at 
the bo8om of your fence, which will allow our prickly 
friends to pass through into the next garden. This is too 
small for most pets to squeeze through. 
If you can’t cut a hole, dig a channel under the fence and 
put a piece of piping into the hole to allow the hedgehog to 
pass through. Ge8er s7ll, swap some of your fence for a 
na7ve hedge, which will not only let hedgehogs through, 
but provide a habitat for other birds and animals that share 
our gardens. Get together with your neighbours and see if 
you can create a hedgehog highway in your road.
There are lots of other ways you can help our dwindling 
hedgehogs:

1 Leave an area of your garden wild. It will provide 
nes7ng materials and insect prey for hedgehogs.

2 Leave out food and water. Hedgehogs love cat or dog 
food and a shallow dish of water. Never leave out bread 
or milk, as hedgehogs cannot digest these items.  

3   Leave a log pile or invest in a hedgehog house to provide
       a safe nes7ng and res7ng site for hedgehogs.
4 If you have a pond, make sure it has an escape ramp as 

hedgehogs can get trapped in slippery, steep‐sided 
ponds

5 Removing li8er and 7e up loose garden ne9ng to 
prevent hedgehogs ge9ng tangled and trapped.

6 Lawn treatments and slug pellets not only reduce 
invertebrate numbers, but may cause direct harm to 
hedgehogs

7 Check areas carefully before mowing or strimming to 
prevent hedgehog injuries. 

8 Check bonfires before you light them to make sure 
there are no hedgehogs hiding inside.

THE TEARDROP FUND FOCUSES ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE

COP26 climate summit   “This November, the UK will host the 

UN climate summit COP26 in Glasgow. Governments of 

prac7cally every country will come together to make plans for 

tackling the climate crisis. Decisions made will affect us all – 

especially those living in poverty who bear the brunt of the 

climate emergency. Through prayer and ac7on, we can all play 

our part in making this a significant milestone as we tackle 

climate change together.” www.tearfund.org       

The Bap7st Church in Yalding will be praying leading up to and 

during this event and then we invite you to join us on:       

Sunday 21st November at 10.30am for our All Age service 

with a focus on     "What does the Chris7an faith have to say 

about our responsibility for God's world and what is 

happening to the environment?"
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Vicar ‐ Father Paul Kish..................................01622 814182
Vicar@YaldingChurches.co.uk
Churchwardens...............................Please contact the Vicar
PCC Treasurer ...............................................01622 817919
treasurer@yaldingchurches.co.uk
Joint Parish Giving Officers
Joy & Jonathan Virden ..................................01622 814509

Junior Church
Rachel Curley.................................................01622 814159
Bellringers
Richard Young................................................01732 669782
Choir
Daniel Sharman.............................................01892 723884

RC Church of St.Francis..................................01622 756217
Yalding Bap7st Church
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
Carol Featherstone........................................01622 812838
Li8le Fishes 
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk
Churchyard Working Party ("The Vandals")
Paul Mahoney................................................01622 814369
Yalding Church Preserva7on Society
Peter Chapman..............................................07973 839266

EDUCATION
Yalding School Head
Mrs Sarah Friend ...........................................01622 814298
PTA:  Emma Peske8
chair@YaldingPTA.co.uk
Laddingford School Head
Mrs Gemma Hitch..........................................01622 871270

Yalding Library ...............................................01622 817735
Yalding Pre‐School.........................................01622 814024
admin@yaldingpreschool.co.uk
Yalding Parent & Toddler Playgroup
Joanna Geary ................................................01622 964468

HELPING HANDS
Volunteer transport for medical appointments
Jenny G 01622 817439    Jane........................01622 814002
Jenny S 01892 459041    Barbara ...................01622 814038

PARISH COUNCIL
Chair: Geraldine Brown..................................01622 814222
chairman@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk: Angela Gent.........................................01622 814134
clerk@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk

GOVT & LOCAL COUNCIL REPS
MP:  Helen.Grant.mp@parliament.gov.uk
KCC:  Simon.Webb@kent.gov.uk
Cllr: David Burton...........................................07590 229910
Cllr: Annabelle Blackmore..............................01622 833299
Cllr: Claudine Russell.....................................To be advised  

DOCTOR  (NHS 111 non-emergency)
Burgess Bank Surgery ....................................01622 814380
Friends of Yalding Surgery
Elaine Andrews..............................................01622 816951
PPG ‐ James Guillum Sco8.............................01892 730308

POLICE
Emergency....................................................999                    
Maidstone Rural............................................101                    
RSPCA Cruelty Line........................................0300 1234 999

VILLAGE HALLS
Yalding V. Hall Bookings.................................01622 814163
Yalding Post Office.........................................01622 814327
Youth & Community Centre ..........................01622 815498
Laddingford Church Hall bookings ................01622 873450
Yalding Church Rooms (Clare)........................01622 814027

CLUBS & ASSOCIATIONS
Allotments: Susanna Barnwell.......................01622 813309
Art Group: June Chapman.............................01622 817324
Bee Keepers: Chris Morris.............................07855 464667
Cricket Club: Mar7n Tripp..............................07961 100389
Football Club: Steve Faulkner ........................01892 263907
Garden Society: Joy Virden ...........................01622 814509
Rela7ve Minors: H.Haddesley .......................01622 749284
Rifle Range: Dave Woodger ...........................01732 843813
Table Tennis: Peter Camrass...........................01622 720985
Villlage Voices: Karen di Marco......................01622 745298

SCOUTS
Beavers (6‐8), Cubs (8‐10.5), Scouts (10.5‐14)
Sandra Grace.................................................01622 200555
Explorer Scouts (14‐18)
Eleanor Mead................................................07539 890093

VILLAGE CONTACTS
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